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original with ſo much f ublimity 


view than by awakening the 
| curioſity of young perſons to 


characters which are here but 
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PREFACE,” 


ö 


HE Gene from 
'4 whence theſe volumes 
take their riſe, are related in the. 


and beauty, that the author can 
poſſibly have no higher aim in 


induce them to ſtudy. in the wall 
ſacred records thoſe amiable "Xx 


imperfettly delineated. And 
ſhould 


1 


"I 


(ir). 
umentalg their 3 an 
emanation of the virtues there 
ſo intereſtingly diſplayed, ſhe 
4 would eſteem it a reward great- 
er than the moſt unbounded 


. * 

* ene. 

_. » 
+ . , | 
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nd dil. 
n ng reader, will eaſily per- 
ceive the following work to be 
a crude compoſition; but it is 
hoped the motive which led to 
its publication will procure a 
kind indulgence for its many 


- imperfettions, 
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25 The 
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CE. 

The moſt grateful acknow- 

ledgements are preſented to 

. thoſe ladies and gentlemen who 

have kindly encouraged this 
publication, and whoſe favor- 


able reception of it, and gene- Y 
rous allowance for its defects, 


is hereby humbly ſolicited, ”  - 
Yeovil, Feb. 1, 1785. | 
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\ AUGHTER 'of Heaven! cele- *© 


and of human blifs! Thou, like Hy- 
geia, ſweeteneſi life, and leadeſt the 
foul to joy ſerene, unmingled wich the 
cares of a fallacious world. Tho 
ſanctißeſt the morning walk ; and in 
thy meekly — 
Te * , 


Y % 2 * . L * 
* 


(2) | 
| proud gem which drinks in Indian 
mines the ſolar ray. And often when 
che ſilver moon furveys her luſtre in 
the reſlecting brook, thou leadeſt the 
rapt poet to ſequeſter” d ſcenes, where 
the wild ſtream daſhes down the ſteep, 
ahifl hanging woods g'erſhadow broken 
rocks, Aided by thee, events long 
Hance immers'd within the gulph 
time riſe to his view; theſe he | 
ges with affiduous care, and yields 1 he 
i > nch depolit to the hiſtoric page, — 
6  *Dwas Thou, O Powzz Bex1cx, that 
Win celeſtial wing didſt hover o'er the 
Hebrew bard, when in Sinai's wilder. 
nes he ſought pure inſpiration from on 
= high; and, with a beam, ſhot from 
rav Taurz, ſung the priſtine 
E "day, when the terrene ball roſe to her 
- CnrraToOR's view A beauteous ay 1 
barmonious and . 1 


4 con PR Fain | 


'% ”  & uw 
* 2 
r 
. a <, 
1 F 4 
1 Fi 6 * 


(8) 


: 'Fain would my pen, inform'd by the 
unerring page, aſſert the wiſdom of 


ETERNAL ProvineNnce, and to the 


wrangling diſputant evince its juſtice 


and benignity.— Oh ! for ſome ſpark 
of that ethereal fire which warms the 
ſacred lines, and glows in truth's eter - 
nal records; then, O Thou HoriEsr, 


vould I vindicate the dark, myſterious - 
diſpenſations of thy will from every 


ious doubter, and to the clouded 


I 
eye of frail mortality declare thy 
boundleſs love and goodneſs infinite.— 

But though no prompting ſeraph aids 
my humble train, ſhould this, my weak 
attempt, from ſuffering virtue wipe the 
pearly tear; teach modeſt merit to ſuſ- 


tain the wrongs, the oppreſſions of an 


injurious world, with meek-eyed pati- 
ence, fortitude, and hope ; it is enough; 
I envy not the applauſe which genius 
draws from adulating 'crowds, Be 


* 
mine 
% 
> , 
= 


% 


„ 
mine the plaudits of the feeling heart ; 
and whilſt the weeping marble perpe- 
tuates ſome celebrated name, may my 
cold relies undiſtinguiſh d lie; unvi- 
ſited, ſave by the ſilent ſtep of a con- 
genial friend, who at the evening hour 
ſeals unperceiv d, and drops a 2 
LITE alk no more. | 


| "Roneath a verdant awning form'd 
of extended branches of intermingled | 


1 cedars and olives, fat the happy patri- 


- archal fawily.—Nature had ſpread a 
Feuarpet of the ſofteſt moſs beneath their 
| feet; no glowing tapeſtry of eaſtern 
looms adorn'd the ſocial receſs; but 
hedges of myrtle, mingled with wood- 
bines and roſes, bounded the delightful 
pavilion, Their table was of the whiteſt 
marble, bewn from the rock, near 
which, on ſeats of moſſy turf, ſat the 


. of ths, each by the wiſe of his 
. a affedlion; 


$44 4 
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(s) 
affeQion; their little ones in innocent” 
paſtime were playing around. On one 
ſide, on an elevated ſeat, appear'd the 
venerable patriarch—his ſilver beard 
deſcended to his breaſt, and his coun- 
tenance, though impreſs'd by the fur- 
rows of age, was majeſtically ſweet ; the 
roſes which a life of exerciſe and 
bealth had imprinted on his cheeks, 
were yet extant; and be appear'd 
ſcarcely to have paſs d the meridian of 
life, ſo lenient had the hand of time 
alighted on his perſon, —On either 
fide of him were plac'd the two ſons of 
bis belov'd Rachel; Joſeph, who had 
Juſt ſurpaſs'd the years of childhood, 
and reſembled thoſe early buds which 
indicate perfettion ſuperior to the glow+ 
ing bloſſoms of the gay parterre: Ben- 
| jamin was yet an infant, artleſsly ſmi- 
ling in the arms of the aged Miriam; 
250 in his infantine features might have 
8 | been, | 


A 


K 
Been diſcern'd the piniature reſem- 
blance of his lamented mother. Dinah, 
the daughter of Leah, was among the 
happy group : ſhe was tall, and ele- 


gantly form'd; her flowing hair wan 


ton d in the wind, it was void of every 
ornament, ſave a few fragrant buds, 

which Joſeph, with affectionate pride, 

had entwin'd amongſt its flaxen ring- 
lets. Never had the lovely damſel 
quitted the protection of her fond pa- 
rent; never had ſhe wander'd from 
his paternal abode. The vivacity of 
youth and innocence appear'd in her 
modeſt eye.—Jacob caſt on her a pa- 
rental look. May Heaven, he cried, 

my belov'd Dinah, ſhield thy inno- 
* cence—thy virtue! Oh, my ſons, 
proted this tender plant when I am 
* deſcended to the abode of eternal 


1 fence '— Ah! cried the affec= / 
*  Fonate Joſeph, * far, far from thee, 


ay 


(7) 


my fire, be that dreaded day! May 
our belov'd ſiſter, may we all, long 
* be happy in the enjoyment of thy 
love!“ As he utter'd this, a tear 
ſtood trembling in bis eye. The diſ- 
cerning parent beheld it as the moſt 
eloquent expreſſion of duteous ſenti- 
ment, and with an affeftionate kiſs re- 
mov d the filial drop. | 


This ſoft interchange of tenderneſs 
was ſeen by the brethren with painful 
emotion :—already they had beheld 
with envy the ſuperiority of virtue in 
the firſt-born of Rachel; and the 
eſteem which his amiable demeanour 
every where conciliated, was torture 
to their malevolent breaſts. Reuben 
alone beheld the youth with an affec- 
tion axdent and fincere : he delighted 
in his artleſs converſe, and ſaw with 
rapture his opening merit.— Jacob, 

who 


(2) 
who tehdetly lov'd his numerous off: 


ſpring, was a Riranger to the envious 
ſenſations which ſecretly lurk'd within 
their boſoms; andnowthe fond fire, ſur- 
veying the ſocial circle, felt his paternal 
heart dilated with domeſtic happineſs, 
To all his children he diftributes the 
flavorous viands; their repaſt was the 
elegance of nature, and conſiſted of the 
; moſt delicious fruits, pluck'd recently 
from the bending branches, or dried by 
fervent rays of the Tun :—their bread 
was of the fineſt wheat, which Canaan 
plenteouſly afforded; and near the 
bower attended the lowing heifer to 
yield her lafteal ſtores, —In thoſe hap- 
Py days they needed not the pernicious 
aids of luxury to incite pall'd appe 
tite: labour, or healthful recreation, 
enabled them to reliſh the ſimple cates 

of nature, and quench their thirſt at a 
tranſlucent ſpring.—0 enviable age 
vis *& 


| (9) 
of priſtine innocence and uncorrupted 
taſte ! 


Soon as the convivial meal was 
ended, the patriarch elevated his grate» 
ful eye to Heaven, and all were ſilent; 


whilſt in energetic ſtrains he ſaid, 


Oh, ever BounTzovs, ever Goop, 
accept our praiſe! Be thou ador d, 
Great Source of every bleſſing! 
whilſt thankful we enjoy the various 
produfts which the fertile earth at thy 
command affords, Adore the Cx EA- 
ron, O my children] let your conſtant 
ſongs declare his praiſe ! 


| | Joſeph, whoſe eye ſparkled with 8 


vout rapture, replied, Can man be ever 


filent on the delightful theme? Cant 
man Cer ceaſe to render thanks to 
Hin who form'd the plenteous globe; 
and bade her produce whate'er con- 
ee Ian Ab4 
could 


(wo) 


could he thus ungrateful prove, the ir- 
rational creation would reproach his 
inſenſibility. To the FouNTAIN or 
Bexzricencs our conſtant praiſes 
ſhall aſcend! they ſhall echo through 
the rocks of Canaan and teach the ido- 
latrous around to own JenovAn's aw- 
ful name. But wilt thou now, our re- 
yer'd fire, enliven this ſocial meeting 
Vith the recital of thy life? Say how 
this Gxactovs BIA condufted thee 
in ſafety from a brother's hatred. Often 
have my brethren wiſh'd to hear the 
affecting narrative,—All now ſeconded 
the requeſt ; and Jacob, with a conde- 
ſcending ſmile, replied, Yes, my chil- 
dren, whom I ever beheld with ten- 
dereſt affection, I will indulge your re- 
queſt, , Can 1 deny ought which ad- 
miniſters to your pleaſure ? But where 
ſhall I begin the ſtory of my life ? 
ad I recall that fatal period from 


whence 


(1) 


whence the various ills that mark my 
life receiv'd their riſe ; that tranſac- 
tion which even at this diſtance of 
time fills me with the bittereſt re- 
morſe ;—when I too freely yielded to 
the dictates of partial tenderneſs, and 
deviated from the path of truth—that 
ſacred line, from which none ever de- 
parted and retain'd tranquillity?— 
Alas! too well you know that unjuſt. 
| deed, when I deceitfully ſupplanted my 
brother Eſau of his bleſſing; for never 
have I ſought to conceal it from your 
knowledge, but held it up to view, 
chat, like a beacon which direfts the 
unwary bark, it may warn you of 
thoſe rocks on which was wreck'd ny 
happineſs.—So precious is integrity to 
the human ſoul, that thoſe who for- 
feit it reſign their claim to peace 
what floods of tears has not that action 
forc'd from my eyes ?—The midnight 
B 2 air 


(#8) 
air has ,witneſs'd my penitence—the 
hollow cave has reſounded my contrite 
groans—The MosT Hicn, with whom 
is mercy, ſay my repentance—ſaw and 
pardon'd—yet has the dire effeds of 


that diſſimulation tinQur'd my life with 


ſorrow.—O my children! dread even 


a ſmall offence againſt integrity more 


than the tygreſs, who, conceal'd within 
the pleaſing foliage, threatens yuur de- 


 firuction—and whilſt you cenſure my 


immoral deed, recall to mind my pe- 
nitence—remember thoſe diſtreſles, 


which, as the fatal conſequences, have 


cloſely follow'd, and impreſo' d thoſe 
aged checks with grief, 


Enrag' d at my deceit, Eſau breath'd 
fury and revenge,—In the heat of 
youthful ardour, I had aſpir'd to be 
come the heir of the promiſes, but far 
from poſſeſſing that felicity I had frau- 

N dulenily 


fir 
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(483) 
dulently ſought, my refleQions on the 


bleſſing thus acquir'd became the 
ſource of anguiſh inſupportable.— Like 
ſome baſe criminal, I retir'd from do- 


meſtic ſweets and wander'd in the ſoli- 

tary waſte; here I caus'd the deſert 
rocks to reſound my cries; I lay whole 
nights expos'd to the notturnal air, nor 
valu'd a life which was ſullied with in- 
ſincerity and fraud. In the day time 
' I retir'd to ſome gloomy cavern to 
avoid the ſearch of Eſau, —Yet think 
not I dreaded the effetts of his reſent · 
ment; 1 would readily have yielded 
myſelf to his avenging ſword, and 
bleſs d with my lateſt breath the hand 
that deliver'd me from an exiſtence 
which was become burdenſome. 'But 
I dreaded the fight of an injur'd bro- 
ther: the reproaches of my own heart 


were more dreadful to me than death, 


accompanied by its utmoſt terrors,— 
. At 


! 


e 
At length I was call'd to pay my laſt 


A 

duties to a dying father; I drew near * 
his couch; my mother Rebecca ſtood ve 
near it ſuffus'd in tears. Al 
I die my belov'd, ſaid the venera- * 
ble ſire, with a voice tremulous and fix 
broken—I die, but the Gop of Abra- U 
ham ſhall be with thee; his preſence ; 
ſhall enliven thy ſolitary hours, ſhall 2 
comfort the days of thine affliction.— 
The ALm1carTy, who into being call'd 2 


this wond'rous frame, now ſummons it 

to the duſt, Submiſſive I yield it to 
the ETERNAL Wilt! The ſoul, that 
vital ſpark of Heav'n, ſhall doubtleſs 
return to its celeſtial ſource, to live, 
perhaps, in ſome far diſtant world; if 

lo, thy kindred ſpirit it ſhall meet again, 
no more to undergothe priſtine curſe.— 
But ſee, o'erwhelm'd with grief, Jacob 

. draws near to receive a laſt embrace. 


Approach | 


(15) 
Approach, my ſon, and take the bes 
nediction of thy father, whoſe dying 


voice would comfort thine affliction. 
Ah! may thy brother mitigate his 
wrath ! joy would then irradiate theſe 
* cloſing eyes. — But, no; his hatred pur- 
ſues thee to deſtruQion : fly then, this 
land ; ſeek an aſylum from his anger 
with thy mother's kindred; their 
friendly roof ſhall ſhelter thee. —Go, 

and may the Gop of Abraham guide 
thee on thy way ! 


The venerable author of my n 
ceas d ſpeaking, but I was unable to re- 
ply. I ſunk in ſorrow on his bed; I wept 
aloud.—Oppreſs d by the emotion of 
his mind, the dying parent had ſunk 
into a gentle ſlumber, My mother 
then taking my paſſive hand, led me' 
from his preſence, I turn'd to take 
a : look of a beloy'd father, whom 

10 


* 


Ino more ſhould behold. I faw bis 
countenance o erſpread with a ſerene 
ſmile; though fleeping, he ſeem'd ani- 
mated with more than mortal ſenſa- 


Soon as we had retir'd from the aw- 


ful apartment, I ſunk in the arms of 


my weeping mother: ſorrow had ſup- 
preſs d the organs of ſpeech, and we 
mingled torrents of tears.—At length 


the afflicted matron broke the awful 
0h 2 | 


0 my fon! tbe e bs 


me, forgive the faulty exceſs of my 


affection, which has involv'd thee in 
guilt and ſorrow ! but curſe not thy 
mother, O Jacob ! ſhe is already pu- 
niſh'd; yes, the hand of offended Hea- 
ven is againſt me ; it forces thee from 
my ſight—thee, the darling of my foul ! 
O Eſau! ſpare thy guiltleſs brother, 

or 
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of pour thy fury on my wretched head. 


It was thy mother who ſupplanted thee; 


thy mother's erroneous partiality de- 
priv'd thee of the bleſſing. Soon, ſoon 
ſhall I follow my belov'd to the tomb; 

perhaps, too, I muſt behold my Jacob 
trembling in the cold agonies of death, 


by a brother's hand. Ah, no! fly, fly, 


my ſon, beyond the Eaphrates' mighty 
waves: there ſhall not Eſau's fury 
reach thee ; there thou ſhalt dwell in 


_ ſafety.” 


Alas ! I replied, how ſhall I traverſe: 
the trackleſs deſer. ? I have never yet 
quitted this paternal roof; I have ne- 
ver wander'd beyond the ſhelter of 
your protecting arm: yet I will go 
yes, ye dear ſcenes of my juvenile 
ſports! I will leave ye; I will ſeek 
proteQion from a brother's anger amidſt 
ſtrangers and a country to me un- 


known. O Eſau! why perſecuteſt thou 


C | a ſor- 


(118) 


a ſorrowing offender ?—But can 1 
aſk ?—I have deſerw d thy. hatred ; yet 
the time may arrive when. my penitence 
ſhall moye thy forgiveneſs, Perbaps. 
when Lam an unhappy cxile from my 

father's houſe, thy boſom may relent ; 
it may compaſſionate a fugitive bro- 
ther,—But O my mother ! ſpare me 1 

"conjure you. Rack not my heart by 
thoſe tears ; they, are more dreadful to 
my ſight than the ſword of Eſau,—The 
Gov of Abraham will direct me; the 
FAR of Iſaac ſhall be my ſhield : be 
comforted then, thou beſt of parents ; 
we ſhall meet again; the Hricnssr' 
ſhall cauſe me to return in ſafety to 


ſupport thy declining years. 
Talk not of comfort,my ſon, return's 
the afflictedparent. What comfort can 

| there be in ſtore for her whole miſery 


is, -- woe . her own- 
yy | VE A 
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error ꝰ My fond partiality involves 
us both in woe.— 0 Thou Er ERNAL., 
pardon the fault which ſprung from 
maternal tenderneſs alone! Thou baſt 
planted the love of virtue in the hu- 
man breaſt ; I obeyd the ſacred dic- 
tates ; the love of Jacob is the love of 
virtue, —IfI have errd, forgive ; on 
me alone pour thy chaſtiſement, but 
ſpare my fon, Oh! ſhower every blef- 
ſing on the head of Jacob.—On ſpeak- 
ing theſe words, ſhe haſtily retir'd, 
unable to Tuſtain the parting anguiſh; 
and when I turn'd to fold her in one 
more affectionate embrace, ſhe had left 
me loſt in ſpeechleſs agony. 

My brother Eſau uſually paſs'd the 
day in hunting.—He was now engag'd 
in thoſe rural ſports ; and I ſeia d the 
opportunity of his abſence to prepare 
for my departure,—f took ſome cluſ- 

F 


(0) 


ters <f dried grapes, which my mother 


had prepar'd, and-a cruſe of water 
from a clear ſpring that ifſu'd from a 
rock, near our dwelling. As I caught 
its tranſlucent ſtream, I felt my boſom 
| agitated with-undeſcribable ſenſations ; 
it was the ſpring at which I had a 
- thouſand times flak d my thirſt, when 
fatigu'd with innocent ſports and juve- 
nile aftivity—Ah! I cried; ye re- 
freſhing waters, never more ſhall I re- 
cline on theſe moſſy banks, attentive 
to your pleaſing murmurs. Thou ſoſt 
 Muid, which in thy ſecret courſe through 
the | caverns of the earth, imbibeſt the 
properties of various minerals fricndly 
to our frame, no more ſhalt thou re- 
freſh my parch'd lips. I ſhall in vain 
defire thee amidſt the deſert wilderneſs, 
or 1855 waſte. | 


1 now faintly aroſe 8 the rock, 


on which I had ſat thus penſively ru- 
minating 


621) 


minating, and graſping a ſtaff from an 
adjacent coppice, left the abode of my 


father. O my children! let me not 
attempt a deſcription of my feelings at 
that memorable period. May ye never 
experience ſimilar ſenſations! Within 
the limits of domeſtic love, may ye 
| paſs your tranquil days, unacquainted 

with thoſe pangs which muſt attend an 
involuntary ſeparation from Fours natal 


land, 


Here | the ſage, hiſtorian 4 a 
pauſe, and Joſeph uttering a profound 
ſigh, wip'd from his eye à chryſtal 
tear. It was not unſeen by the tender 

Dinah, who in a ſoft whiſper, affec- 
tionately enquir'd the latent cauſe. 
Oh! why my belowd brother, ſaid the 
amiable maid, does thy benevolent bo- 
ſom heave with ſighs? Surely there is 


Wore than ſympathy in theſe tears. 
No 


rr 
11 


N 


(#2) 
No cauſe, my ſiſter, return'd the youth, 
can I have to diſturb this ſocial har» 
mony with the ſymptoms of ſorrow, 
fave the emotion which the recital of 
our father's ſufferings excites within my 
' heart, Methinks I am intereſted in 
His feelings. O my Dinah! I feel the 
| 1 Ear moment wang bis 
_ 


/ "Jacob now 'reſum'd bis narrative 
Soon my children, continu'd he, were 
my native hills conceal'd from my 
view I look d around, but the prof- 
pets were new; I had never ſeen 


thofe mountains whoſe grey tops 


_ Klated the clouds, I beheld ftretch'd 
on either ſide immenſe plains, o'er 
mer d; tivier 1 had never paſs'd ; and 


vaſt herds of cattle who knew not my 


I had 
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I Thad now attain'd a beautiful valley, 
which was bounded on every ſide by 
rows of aſpiring olives - the verdure 
of this ſpot, was unuſually vivid, and 
the flow'rs that adora'd. the vernal ſoil. 
diſplay d a variety of the molt blooms 
ing tints, whoſe freſhneſs reſembled - 
thoſe early bloſſoms of the ſpring, 
which have never felt the fervency of 
a ſummer ſunt the trees were crowded 
with innumerable birds of the-gayeſt 
plumage, who fill'& the filent air wich 
their notes s were W 
ſweet. 


The dur of ee abated,. 
and 1 cou'd, perceive the oblique rays. 
of the ſun, glittering through the cir- 
eamſcriptive brancheg. Inyited.by the. 
peculiar beauties of this charming, 
fcene, I reſted my weary limbs, beneath. 
the ſhade, Here I. ſa. vings.of the. 
| richeſt 


(44) 
richeſt foliage, loaded with glowing 
fruit, entwin'd around the ſtately palms; 
and was agreeably ſurpriz'd by the 


daſhing of a fountain, flowing over the _ 


craggy rock. Vaſt herds of animals 


friſk'd along the paſtures, amongſt them 
I perceiv'd a lowing heifer, who ſeem'd 


| to offer me her” wholeſome beverage. 


10 this charming folitude 1 could 
have dwelt for ever. Ah, ye-tranquil 
ſcenes! Iexclaim'd—bappy receſſes !— 
Remote from the noiſe of men, here I 


could remain, where no implacable 


brother diſturbs the eternal calm. Yes, 


ye peaceful tenants of the wild! con- 


tent I would paſs my days among your 
harmleſs tribes. When ariſing from 
the dewy earth ye fill'd the morning air 
with your bleating, I wou'd alfo ele- 
vate my matin ſong; and when at eve, 
in nature's language ye ador d her Goo, 

Iiofler: my 


(8) 
my voice Hop wt the, _ 
ban . hee 1; 

| The luminary of POT was now _ 
below the horizon ; the hills ceaſed to 
reverbexate with che low of catye ; 
andthe ſeather'dchoirs go longer pour d 
warbled her (oft notes to the vacant 
air, and in ie liſluaus ſtrains greeted the 
kindling ſtars that now apparent hone 
oer al che blue concave; the mon 
appear d above the ęaſtern hills, and 
began 10 ſhed her Gilycr light o er the 
vallies.—After having eat of thoſe de- 
liciaus fruits which invited my taſte, T 
ſeletded of the moſſy turf a verdant 
pillow. O Cod of Abraham, faid I, 
extend proteftion to thy ſervant... The 
cxowded city. and the ſalitary plain are 
hach replate with ſafety, if thou deny 
nat thy provide ntial gare. No fears, 
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no anxious doubts diſturb my peace ; 
calm I recline on the humid ſod; the 
hand which guides yon glowing orbs 
ſhall baniſh every ill, 


I now retir'd tomy lowly bed, and 
ſoon ſunk in the gentle arms of ſleep, 
| Scareely were my mortal faculties ſuſ- 
pended when to my view aroſe a glori- 
ous viſion, I beheld a ladder whoſe 
aſpiring top was veil'd in clouds; an in- 
finite multitude of angelic beings aſ- 
cended and deſcended on it. With rap- 
ture I ſurvey'd the reſplendent object, 
when ſuddenly a flood of glory iſſu d 
from above, and a voice from out the 
dazzling cloud proclaim'd, Iam the Goo 
of Abraham and of Iſaac. The land 
on which thou lieſt will I give to thee 
and thy. poſterity, which ſhall ſpread 
far to the eaſt. and to the weſt, to the 
en and to the ſouth; and in thee 
ſhall 
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ſhall all the families of the earth be 
bleſs'd. Fear not then, thou deſcendant 
of the faithful ! for I am with thee, and 
will guide thy ſteps until I bring thee 
_ to this land. 


I now fembliog awoke.— An aw- 


ful dread had ſeiz d the pow rs of 


my ſoul. Ah! I cried, how drefful 
is this place] the Erzxxnat MajzsrtyY 
has deign'd to viſit it with his imme- 
diate preſence; the Hor Ox has hal- 


| low'd the ſacred ſpot; it is the temple 


of Jznovan ! it is the portal of Hea- 
ven ll then collected the ſtones which 
had compos d my pillow, and ereQted 
an altar to the Surzzms, who from 
the Heaven of Heayens had conde- 
ſcended to compaſſionate my afflic- 
tion. — The rude heap thus rais'd by 


the hand of gratitude boaſted not the 
ſculptor' s art; the pointed chiſſel had 
EW 7 never 
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nerer greeted its rugged ſurface ; it 
knew no poliſh but that of nature 


The Mosr Hon, my children, who 


pervades the ſectet motions of the 


heart, regards the unpoliſh'd mound 
which genuine piety has'rais'd, more 
than the oflentatious pile reared by the 
mandate of ambition. No lamb whoſe 
lucid fleece emulated the new-fallh 
ſnow, bledon my humble altar; I had no 
flocks from which to ſele& the ſpotleſs 
vittim, nor coſtly odours of the eaſt to 


petfume the fanning gales ; a ſtaff and 


cruſe of oil was all a brother's fancour 
bad .reſerv'd me, ſave the refreſhing 


' draught which 1 had drawn from the 
chryſtal fouht : with theſe I joutney'd 


from my father's houſe ; with theſe, pur- 
ſu d my way along the pathleſs wild. — 
1 took the oil and pour'd it on the 
altar; the ſoft libation flow'd around; 


it diſtill'd in pretious drops on the 


green 
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green tutf: the berds of animals who 


inhabited the valley throng'd around 
they gaz d in ſilence: the breezy breath 
of air ceas'd to undulate the olives; 
their leaves no longer danc'd to the 
curling zephyrs : the ſun darted a 
milder beam, as if nature herſelf par- 
ticipated in the pious ſacrifice My 
vows were mingled with the offering. 
Never, I cried, O thou Horz of 
Abraham ! never ſhall my conſcious 
ſoul acknowledge another GOD. It 
defires thee with no leſs ardour than 
the thirſty hart explores the grate- 
ful rill amidſt ſome ſultry defert.— 
Life of my ſoul! from thee I defire 
exiſtence. Should the reſplendent 
ſun be annihilated, ſhould his beams 
ceaſe to refreſh the earth, the ſprings 
of vegetation would be ſuppreſs'd, and 
nature in droopifly languor mourn ; 
yet inconſiderable the loſs to what 


oo 
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the rational world muſt feel, ſhould'ſt 
thou withhold thy gracious preſence.— 
I go ſecure in thy love ; thy protec- 
tion ſhall/ ſhield me from unnumber'd 
evils Which await my ſteps. May 
ſome celeſtial miniſter accompany 
my ſolitary -way !—A voice that re- 
ſembled the ſoft echo which is heard 
among the hills, when the ſhepherd's 
pipe reſounds through the grove, re- 
ſpons d, Fear not, thou ſon of Iſaac, 
to purſue thy deſtin'd courſe : thou art 
not alone; myriads of benign ſpirits 
patrol the earth unſeen by mortal eye; 
ve accompany the virtuous through all 
their various toils; we delight to attend 
the happy favourites of the HiounEST.— 
I turn'd to behold my celeſtial friend, 
but he was conceal'd from my fight ; 
his voice imparted ſtability to my for- 
titude, and I departed from the agree- 
able valley where I had paſs'd the noc- 
of} * turnal 
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turnal hours. The ſan was riſen above 
the horizon ; broad and reſplendent he 
iſſa'd from behind the mountains, and 

chas d the black clouds from his efful- 
gent preſence ; his ruddy beams glow'd 
on the top of Gilead, and illumin'd the 
buſhy ſummit of the tall cedar, 


I now enter'd thoſe immenſe de- 
ſerts whoſe trackleſs ſand is unmark'd 
by buman footſteps. Here I perceiv'd 
ſtupendous rocks in all the wild magni- 
ficence of nature, adown whoſe broken 
ſteep vaſt foaming cataraQts daſh'd with 
terrific noiſe, and in a whiten'd ſtream, 
impetuous ran along the deep-worn 
channels; majeſtic trees, whoſe an- 
cient trunks ne'er felt the woodman's 
ſtroke ; and vines whoſe entwining ten- 
drils aſk not the hand of cultivation, 
From impenetrable foreſts reſounded 
the dreadful howlings of the monſters 
| | of 
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of the deſert. I beard unappall'd the 
tremendous roar; my ſoul was ani- 
now an enormous animal bounded from 


, & thicket; it turn'd feraciouſly 40- 
warde me, and bis gbaſtly lock threa- 
| tened deſtruction; he elevated his 
- grilly mane; he approach'd, and ex- 


tended his horrid jaws, menacing in- 


Rant death. At that moment 1 lifted 


1 


my ſtaff; a power more than mortal 


aided my feeble arm, and directed the 
fatal blow, which fell with violence on 
the head of the furious beaſt: he 
writh'd bis convuls'd limbs and gnaw'd 
the duſt; vaſt tides of gore bedew'd 
the ground; bis dreadful eye balls no 


longer roll d, but elos d in death. Thus 


reſcu'd from impending deftruQion, 1 


| contemplated my vanquiſh'd foe ; the 


ſtrength and juſt proportion of his 
* and che beauty of his kin, which 


Was 
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vas of the pureſt, white, adorn'd with 
innumerable ſable ſpots ; it was inex- 
preſſibly beautiful, -How wonderful, 
I cried, O thou CREATOR, are the ex- 
ertions of thy wiſdom and power; they 
inſpire our reſearches in the abodes of 
civiliz'd life, and are no leſs conſpi- 
cuous in the unfrequented deſert, 


Thus I purſu'd my way, unhurt by 
perils, and after many painful marches 
attain'd the banks of the Euphrates, 
Here, with profound aſtoniſhment, I 
ſurvey'd the mighty flood; I ſaw the 
heaving wave awfully uplifted from the 
bottom of the abyſs; it daſh'd on the 
diſtant banks with a hollow ſound. that 
reſounded through all the ſecret caverns 
of the deep. Oſten had I ſtood on the 
oozy. borders of the ancient Kiſhon, 
and view'd the playful ſun-beams in 
the ſilver Aroer“: I bad beheld alſo 

1 the 

Rivers of Canaan, 
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the redundant Jordan, when ſwoln 


by cataratts from the ſnowy tops of Li- 
banus. 17 what are theſe ? — their 
united ſtreams would ſeem but as a 
| gentle current compar'd with Wat ma- 
jeſtic flood. 


| Soon after I had 94 the fartheſt 

ſhore, I deſcry'd the fertile plains of 
Meſopotamia.— Hail, pleaſing land! I 
cried, congenial woods] beneath whoſe 
ſhade the faithful Abraham paſs'd the 
morn of. life, or on your mountains 
breath'd the healthful gale. Perhaps 


| /\thoſe vernal groves have witneſs'd to 


the awful voice which call'd him from 
his country and his father's houſe, to 

traverſe a region diſtant and unknown. 
With | what © implicit rev'rence he 
_obey'd! nor ſwelling flood, nor track- 
leſs wild allay'd his ready zeal !—Oh! 


* the bleſsd example fire my ſoul ! 
May 


„ -  - 

May I, like him, count all impedi- 
ments of ſmall import, which would ob- 
ſtruct the path of meek obedience !— 
Such were my meditations I enter d 
the land of my anceſtors. As often 
as I refleQed on the pious fortitude of 
our great progenitor, I felt my droop- 
ing reſolutioll invigorated ; the tedious 
toils I had paſs'd were forgotten in the 
memory of his virtues, and every nerve 
ſeem'd animated with new vigour. / 


It was now the hour when the Pay 
tient camel reclines his weary limbs to 
reſt ; when the ſhepherd ſeeks the 
humble cottage ; and the penſive ear 
catches the tinkling ſound of the dil- 
tant ſheep-belf, waſted on the ſilent 
breeze ; culinary fires illumine the 
cbearful cottage, and the buſy houſe. 
wife prepares a repaſt for the weary 
Gvaln ; clouds of {moke ariſe from the 
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brown hamlet, which c ondens'd by the 


humid air, form a blacken'd column. 
I now ſaw the roſy virgins of Haran 
conduQiing/ their flocks to the limpid 
brook ; among them was the blooming 
| daughter of Laban. O my ſons ! how 
ſhall I paint the ſenſations which then 
poſſeſs'd my ſoul? How mall the lan- 
guid voice of age expreſs the ideas 


: which animated the breaſt of youth, 


when innocence and beauty charm the 
ecſtatic ſenſe ?—In the enchanting per- 
fon of the lovely Rachel every ami- 
able virtue ſhone conſpicuous. My 
| heart was ſuſceptible of the power of 
beauty, but it was more exquiſitely at- 
tun'd to the love of virtue: how ſhall I 
then tell you my emotions, when both 
conſpir'd to charm the enraptur'd eye, 
and awaken every tender, every noble 
ſentiment ; when both united to inſpire 
the warmeſt friendſhip and the pureſt 

love? 
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love ?—I ran and drew water forthe 
thirſty flocks. Within my agitated 
hand the pond'rous ſtone which con- 
ceal'd the limpid wave, ſeem'd ſcarce 
more bulky than the vernal leaf that 
flutters in the wind. 


Here the patriarch made a pauſe; 
his voice became tremulous and bro- | 


ken—he figh'd—he wept.—— Judah, 


ſpringing forward, thus addreſs'd the 


fire: Ceaſe, O my parent to awaken 
refleQions that agitate too ſeverely thy 
aged frame; ſuſpend the intereſting 
narrative; ſee the ſun is already ſet ; 
the ſhadows of evening deſcend ; re- 
tire to thy couch, and the Gop of 
Abraham bleſs thee with ſweet repoſe ! 
When exhauſted nature has thus re- 
new'd her ſtrength, we will aſk the con- 
tinuance of an hiſtory which has 
awaken'd every ſofter feeling of the 
heart, 


(33) 


heart Jacob replied, Fain, my chil- 
dren, would I yet indulge your blame- 
leſs curioſity, but feeble nature finks 
unequal to the taſk. We will retire 
and invite the fomnific balm of ſleep ; 
but firſt let us yield our grateful tribute 
to Hi whoſe hand ſuſtains us through 
the day, and humbly afk continuance 
of His care, during the hours of ap- 


| proaching night. 


The patriarchal family quitted their 
graſſy feats, and in a reverential atti- 
tude ſtood ready to offer their evening 
Horiſon to Heaven.—The boary parent 
was ſurrounded by his num rous off- 
ſpring, and though oppreſs'd by the 


weight of age, he ſurpaſs'd them all in 
the grace ſulneſs of his perſon.— Thus 


locks a lofty cedar of Libanus, encir- 
cled by the young cions which ſhoot 
_—_—_ the ſhadow of his branches. — 

The 
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The ancient of Iſrael elevated his fer- 
vent eyes to Heaven: the folemn cir-- 
cle, all ſilent and attentive await his 
words. An holy prieſt, offering a 
burnt ſacrifice to the CREATOR of in- 
numerable worlds, ſtands rapt in cele- 
ſtial ardours before the ſacred altar; he 
ſeels not the incumbrances of mortality, 
but reſembles a pure ſpirit communing 
with his Gov. So look'd the pious 
Iſrael, when amidſt his ſurrounding fa- 
mily he thus offer'd an evening hymn 
tothe Ouxirxxszur Derry,” 514 


We thank thee, O Gos, maker of 
this globe, and all the worlds which 
move within the azure ſpace; we thank 
thee for the bleſſings bf the light. Fain 
would we paſs the hours of darkneſs 
beneath thy ſhelt'riag care, Ves, thou 
OunreorTenTt! we will retire to our 
NATE eyes in ſweet re- 
| pole 


(4) | 
poſe ; thy preſence ſhall baniſh every 
evil, and enliven the notturnal gloom. — 
ETZs&NAL SOURCE of good! be thou 
ador'd throughout" the wide extent of 
: thy creative love. Ye woods, ye 
' waves, declare your Gov, Whiſper 
his praiſe ye ruſtling winds, and own 
| his power thou vernal lawn, when ſpring 
with faireſt flowers decks your ena- 
mell'd ſoil. Let your placid murmurs 
ſpeak his praiſe, ye gliding rills ; and 
des, which ſoft deſcending ſun· beams 
bear from the briny main, tell, as ye 
Hy in aerial reſervoirs, or in genial 
ſmow'rs fall on the thirſty earth, how 
wiſe, how good, is the Ga EAT Lok of 
all.—Nor think we, oft as wintry ſtorms 
deform the chilly air, that Heaven is 
leſs beneficent,than when he leads pro- 
lific ſuns to ſwell the purple juice. His 
love is utter'd by rough Borean blaſts ; 
| and * wild that ſweep the aſto- 
T 10 
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(41) 
niſh'd world, ſtill in diſcordant notes 


declare harmonious goodneſs. And 
chou, my ſoul, ſpark of celeſtial fire; 
chaunt the exhauſtleſs theme, when ri- 
ſing morn irradiates the earth, when 
fervid noon flames o'er a buſy world, 
or when ſoft ſhades invite to fragrant 
bowers and ſcenes of rural peace. 
Angels, whether on this ſphere or on 
far diſtant orbs ye dwell, ſtill let di- 
vine beneficence employ your ceaſe- 
leſs ſong. 


The enraptur'd parent ceas'd ſpeak» 
ing, but ſtill the pious family kept 
filence, as though the voice of the ve- 
nerable worſhipper yet ſounded in their 
ears, —At length, after receiving the 
paternal benediction, they quitted the 
ſocial bower, and each with his belov'd 
wife and liſping infants, retir'd to their 
ſeparate abodes, Soon ſoft ſlumber 
ces d their eyes, for 2 is the 
F couch 


1 


eee  -  ” 
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couch of innocence; immortals guard 
ed their repoſe, whilſt the glittering 
conſtellations darted their lambent, 
beams. 1 
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goou as the 3 morn nh 
the families of Iſrael repair'd. o 
the bower, impatient to hear their re- 
ver'd parent relate the events of his 
early days.—Him they found ſeated bes. 
neath a palm that grew. near the ſocial, 
dwelling. He had already enjoy'd the. 
odoriferous ſweets of a neighbouring 
meadow, and imbib'd the healthful 

| F 8 breezes 
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breezes which ſwept the adjacent bills. 


Never had he enervated the vital ſyſ- 
ſtem by indulging luxurious indolence ; 
he had been ever accuſtom'd to ſhake 
off the ſilken of fleep before the 
tints of Aurora ſtreak d the eaſt, 
or the morning ſtar conceal'd her lucid 
horn. He beheld the approach of his 
children, and his heart dilated with pa- 


„„ CS 


"Acroſs u lawn * guruz with the 


| pendent des, Ifraet beheld his belov'd 
Joſeph condufting the amiable Dinah, 
blooming as the opening day. Invited 


by the beauty of the morning, the filial | 


- pair had watider'd to the ſummit of a 
_ diſtant hill, from whoſe elevated height 


| mhight be ſeen extended to the blue 

horizon, a beautiful campaign, inter- 
pers d with waving woods and flow' ry 
* "> here yellow | wich fields of n. 
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merous flocks, —Inform'd by a taſte 
the moſt elegant and ren d, theſe ami- 


able defcendants of Iſrael contemplated 
the luxuriant ſcenes with peculiar de- 
light ; fuſceptible of thoſe delicate plea- 
ſures which ingenuous minds ibibe 
from a ſurvey of the various works of 
nature, their eyes wander'd with tran- 
ſport o ex the variegated profpett, and. | 
their hearts expanded with a tranquik. 
joy, unknown to the ſons of rot or the 
wn af een 1501 1 
© How refind my beloy'd filter; aid . 
the firſt born of Rachel, are thoſe plea- 
ſures which the mind receives from the 
contemplation of its Cxz ator's works? = 
how pure the delight which attends 
ſuch reſearches ! See where now the 


golden ſun appears to re- animate the 
fair creation ! the W earth at His 


pproaen 


In 


ts 


| (46 ) | 
approach lays ede her Table: robe. 
How joyous look the fields, the groves! 
How ſpring the bleating paſtures! How 
ſmile the dewy lawns! Nor leſs che 
joy! The buman heart expands, and 
the buoyant ſpirits, rais'd by the ſun's 
exhilarating beam, fly light and happy 
doe the chearful globe. —Vainly do 
| | miſtaken mottals explore the footſteps 
| of pleaſure in the midnight revel or 
the throng'd dome; vainly they trace 
her through the maze of folly or laby- 
rtinth of vice: ſhe is of divine extrac- 
tion, and mocking the fallacious aids 
| of art, pours her influence on the un- 
tainted mind, — Why ſheds the parent 
oth his chearing rays, | painting the 
meadows with each vivid tint, and 
beightening the fragrance of the fpicy 
groves; why ſhines the moon with 


Mer light, inviting to the humid 
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lan or ſilvery bow rs, but to communi- 
cate delight to man ?—Pleaſure is na- 
ture's dictates; ſhe bids her children be. 
virtuous and be bleſs'd; and the 
GREAT FounTAIN or BENEFICENCE, 


well pleas d, beholds his creatures hap- 


py, in that fair * which his 


mY par | . Of; 4 


Thus ſveetly. converting they paſs oa 
through flow'ry lawns and woods yet 


gliſt ning with the pearly dews, to the 


paternal abode, where the happy. fa- 
mily aſſembled with affeQionate gra- 
tulations,—Again they offer d 
ardent adorations to the SUPREME, a 
ſupplicated divine proteQion through 
the enſuing day.—When all were 
ſeated around the. bower, the indul - 
gent parent with a "ww ds, ro 
ſumd x- 


* 2 


. 
With a bluſh, which beigbtn'd ew'ry 
charm but when Linform's ber of the 
tie of: conſanguinity by which we were 
allied; wfudden joy brigtuen d in ber 
radiant eyes. 1 weleot d the propi- 
tious omen, and accompanied her to 
the dwelling of Laban. As ve were 
vet on our way thither, ! I ſaw a venera- 
| | ble ei manapproathing towards us, 
| Teaning on bis ſtaff. A] eried 1, my 
| amiable relative, js not chat majeſtic 
perſon your father, the brother of my 
mother I cannot be miſtaken ; I lee 
the benign features of her who gave 
11 birth : it in Laban'the 5 
Rack fn PIN 2290! 
Tr» Re fox 77 S 
: +|Iriz, interrupted ſhe, wy beloy'd'pa- 
rent. Ah! with uhat er will he 
receive the fon of a filter ke 
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lights to repeat, and whoſe abſence be 


Shel}: bad we ea 4 ſpeaking,” 
when th aged Laban drew near: be 
caſt a ok: full of affection on his 
daugbteß: | fav. me and made a 
pauſe: his e e was ed on y perſon ; 
he rem in tbe attitude of ſur- 
prize.— Receive, 0 my father ! ſaid 
the amiable Rachel, a youth, who by 

| many painful ſteps has attain'd our hoſ- | 
pitable abode, from a far diſtant coun-, * 
try. Do not the lineaments of that face "1 
preſent you with the reſemblance of, .. 
one -ſtilt precious to your memory, p- 
Behold,” my parent, the deſcendant of 1 
your ſiſter ! th ſon of your Rebecca! 
— At theſe words he extehded his arm _Þ 
to embrace me: I ſunk on bis aged 
breaſt, and we mingled tears of joy : N 
then, 8 he again atten- 
n 8 „„ | *. "ve 
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tively ſurvey'd me, Thou art, he ex- 
claim'd, thou art indeed the offspring 
of my ſiſter. 1 ſee her dear reſem- 
blance inthy form, —O thou Sur aEuR! 
haſt thou given me to ſold in theſe aged 
arms a ſon of my Rebecca !— Wel- 
come, dear youth, to the land of thy 


anceſtors! Welcome to the roof where 
thy mother firſt drew the breath of life! 


' I ſtrove to expreſs my gratitude for 
theſe effuſions of friendſhip, but I was 
unable to ſpeak. At length I articu- 
lated, O God, how haſt thou extended 
thy goodneſs to thy undeſerving ſer- 
vant! Here, even beyond my moſt 
ſanguine hopes, haſt thou provided an 
alylum from thoſe dreadful perils: _ 

* my deſtruction. | 


What perils, anſwer'd Laban, my 
. ſon, baſt thou eſcap'd ? What deſtruc- 
tion awaited thee ?—Rachel was filent, 
but 


(5:1) 


but her eyes ſeconded the enquiries of 
her father I recounted the rancour of 
my brother Eſau, who, with implacable 
fury, threaten'd my life; nor did I con- 
ceal the ambiguous conduR which had 
excited his animoſity. Laban reprov d 
me for the guilty fraud, Deſtructive, 
my children, continued he, are the de- 
viations from integrity, to mental peace. 
Alas! he who unhappily wanders from 


that ſacred path knows not till late the 
fatal maze which waits his guilty ſteps; 


a thouſand evils lurk, a thouſand dan- 
gers riſe amidſt his way; ET ERNAL. 
Tur abhorrent views the baſe tranſ- 
greflor.—Ah! may the errors of thy 


youth inſpire thee with fortitude to 


purſue unerring reQitude of word and 
will—but I would not pierce thy ſoul, 


which has already bled at memory of 


thy fault. Be comforted ; with the 


Mosr Hi6u is mercy ; his pardon fol- 
G3 - lows 
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lows genuine penitence. With me 


thou ſhalt be ſafe; no perils wait with- 
in my friendly roof, that calm abode 


of harmony and pense. 


Thus did that benign old man dif. 


fuſe the lenient balm of conſolation 
o'er thoſe wounds which had been made 
by true contrition.— He walk'd feebly 


on, evading all ſupport but that which 


a rugged ſtaff afforded. I followed, 
conducting the gentle Rachel; and in 
this manner we enter'd the houſe where 


Abraham had paſs d the hours of youth. 
Here no cold civilities expreſs'da feign d 


welcome; all was ſincerity, and every 
voice ſpoke the language of hoſpitality. 
A table was inſtantly ſpread before 
us, and heap'd With whatever could re. 
freſh the languid ſpirits and reanimate 
drooping nature.—After partaking of 
the I meal, I refir d to-repoſe, 
and 


(83). 
and ſoon forgot my toil in the embraces 
of ſlumber.— Thoſe ſoft ideas which 


every ſcene around me tended to in- 


ſpire, now brought to my imagination, 
as I ſlept, the remembrance of the ve. 
nerable Abraham ; I thought he ſtood 
before me, and with an ineffable ſmile 
ſaid, O Jacob! who haſt early taſted 
of that adverſity which it is decreed 
ſhall mark thy future life, be not diſ- 
may'd though thou eateſt the bread of 
ſorrow. Thou ſhalt be a father of na- 
tions, and kings ſhall adorn thy future 
progeny,—I awoke at the dream, and 
aroſe to tend the flocks of Laban. . 


In this rural employ I was often ac- 
companied by the amiable Rachel, 
whom I tenderly lov'd. Each day 1 
diſcover'd in her ſome new perfeQion, 
ſome excellence of mind, which I had 


not pred diſcover'd. My paſſion bo- 
came 


(84) _ 
came daily more permanent, and ex- 


iſted with an ardour at once the moſt 
Þ lively and refin'd, How bliſsfully flew 
| | {he filverhours! The balmy zephyrs 
gently blew, and chryſtal ſtreams mur- 
mur d ſoſt melody in my delighted ear, 
Vhen ſeated in the auburn ſhade, with 
/ + our fleecy flocks around us, I expreſs d 
in chaſten d ſtrains my love. But O 
ho ſuperlative the joy to find my pure 
affection was return'd by her with all the 
warmth of the tendereſt eſteem, and 

all the innocence of the moſt unſullied 


yirtue, 


The conſent of Laban to unite our 
willing hands alone was wanting, to 
render my felicity greater than that 
which generally conſtitutes: the lot of 
mortals. I had no hills whoſe verdant 

: ſides were cover'd with lucid flocks ; no 


ng paſtures ons me for their 
| maſter ; 
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maſter : the labour of my hands was all 
I could'confign for dower; that L bf: 
fer'd the approving fire ; he accepted 
my ſervices, and ſeven years I bore the 
ſultry droughts of ſummer and winter's 
chilly blaſt ; hope inſpir'd me with pa- 
tience, and love inſpirited my ready 
zeal.— At length the day approach'd 
when my ſervitude ſhould have ex- 
pird; when my unalterable affection 
ſhould have met its juſt reward: ar- 
dent I flew to claim my deſtin'd bride, 
when, lo! abaſh'd, chagrin'd, I found 
her Leah; for tyrant cuſtom had de- 
creed the youngeſt ne'er before the 
elder ſhould unite in love's indiſſoluble 
bond.—Yet think not Leah deſtitute of 
charms ; though leſs beaytiful than Ra- 
chel, an amiable benignity was diffus'd I 
o'er her air, and in every action the 
mild domeſtic virtues were difplay'd.— 

1 bad ever felt for her a pure eſteem ; 
. | the 


| (55) 
thoſe of the warmeſt friendſhip, yet diſ- 
tin from that ſoft ſenſation which owns 
a tend'rer name. My heart had long 


been devoted to the lovely Rachel ; it 


could not be another's. 


b Leah, burſting into tears, lamented 


the deſpotic tyranny of cuſtom.— 1 


know, ſaid ſhe, my happy ſiſter poſſeſſes 
thy affection; long have I ſeen your 


mutual love. The youthful ,, hopes 


which once I fondly cheriſh'd are no 
more. I know too well thy honour 


and thy manly firmneſs e'er to ſuppoſe 


thy paſſion can endure a change, . No. 
May my belov'd rival long be happy in 
thy virtues ! yet, ſince a father's will has 
thus united us, ſhall not the unfortu- 
nate Leah at leaſt aſpire to thy friend- 


| ſhip ?—'tis all I aſk. Say, can'ſt thou 


not afford one benign ſenſation for her 


the ſentiments ſhe bad inſpir'd were 


wha 
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who feels for thee the warmeſt love? 
Suffer me to attend thy ſteps, to tender 
thee every friendly affiduity. When 
on the ſultry mountain thou languiſheſt 
beneath meridian beams, I will fetch 
thee water from the (cleareſt brook ; 
and when thou returneſt at eve, op- 
preſs'd with toil, will ſmooth thy couch, 


and watch thy peaceful ſlumbers. 


Deep ſighs now heav'd my lab'ring 
breaſt ; I could no longer refrain from 
tears; and tenderly embracing her, I 
exclaim'd, O my amiable, my virtu- 
ous Leah ! ſpare me this pain : ſpare 
thoſe effuſions of affection for one who 
Rachel is indeed the 


merits them not. 


belov'd of my ſoul: for her my heart 
acknowledg'd the tendereſt paſſion, 
when firſt I met her following her fleecy- 
charge at the gates of Haran. Were 
e could be transferr'd, 
thaw 


it poſſible my lov 


= 


\) . 


thou would'ſt ſpurn the unworthy facri- 


fice. Thy virtue, O my ſiſter! would 
reje& a paſſion built on the unſtable 
baſis of variety. No; we will all 
unite in friendſhip's ſacred tie. Ra- 


chel, Leah, Jacob, henceforth will be 


but one. She now reclin'd her pallid 
, cheek on my boſom, and we mingled 
the tendereſt tears that ever fell from 
the eyes of mortals. 


Soon after this Laban gave me the 
belov'd Rachel alſo to wife; and for 
her I conſented to ſerve yet ſeven 
years more: that time, which I conſi- 
der'd as the purchaſe of the deareſt 
jewel of my foul, flew gayly o'er my 
head. No toil appear'd exceſſive, no 
labour tedious ; chearful as the hour 
which call'd me to my rural taſk I 
aroſe, and led the flocks of Laban to 
the verdant 2 or more conveni- 


ent 
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ent ſhade ; and when the day departed 

from the mountains, I eager ſought my 
home; where love conjugal and domeſ- 
tic peace crown'd each ſucceeding 
hour.—Leab had now bleſs d me with 
a fon; thee Reuben, my firſt born, had 
open'd thine infant eye-lids on the 
light; thee it was whoſe artleſs inno- 
cence receiv d her firſt maternal ſmile, 
I beheld with rapture thy pleaſing form; 
I loaded thee, yet unconſcious of my 
fondneſs, with careſſes; I bore thee in 
my paternal arms to the aged Laban : 
kindly he bleſs'd thee, and wetted (good 
old man 1) thy face with tears of joy. 


Twice ten years the ſun had meaſur'd 
bis annual circuit through the Heavens 
fince I had quitted the land of my na- 
tivity.—I had follow'd the flocks of La- 


ban o er che mountain a craggy brow, and 
H 2 _ vatch'd | 
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: watch'd the tender lambs whilſt feeding 
on the fragrant herbage of the flow'ry 
vale.— TRE RULER or THE SEASONS 
bleſs'd my patient toil ; no chilly blaſt 
or lightning's fatal flaſh deſtroy'd my 
- fleecy charge; yet were my conſtant 
cares unbleſs'd by Laban's ſmiles. No 
looks benign repaid my hours of la- 
bour; but caprice, ever veering with 
the inconſtant winds, mark'd his un- 
ſteady conduct. Scarce did the filver 
moon diſplay her new born creſcent to 
the gladden'd ſwains; but ſome new 
_ change my wages had ſuſtain'd. Long 
1 bore in filence his unkindneſs ; the 
yoice of murmuring fell not from my 
lips; yet ſoon my penſive look evinc'd - 
the rankling grief, —I left the chearful 
converſe of the ſhepherds, and from 
tir hoſpitable feaſts retir'd, to rumi- 
pate aoue on that Wen which had 
| pierc'd . 


(61) 

pierc'd my ſoul. I indulg'd thoſe local 
prejudices, which, like the magnetic 
powers of nature, impel the human 
mind towards its natal ſoil ; my fancy 
delineated the plains of Mamre ; not a 
tree which ſpreads its umbrageous 
ſhade, nor ſtream which bubbled near 
that much-lov'd ſpot, but ruſe to my 
remembrance. I long'd to lead my 
ſmiling infants to the peaceful »groves, 
recount the paſtimes of my youth, and 
ſhew them where the lovelieſt bloſſoms 
grew. The ETzRNAL, who with won 
d'rous {kill has interwoven thoſe tender 
threads of fond attachment in our frame, 
beheld the riſing wiſh. - In a viſion of 
+ the night the ALcmicuty Voicg com- 
manded me to return to this my natal 
land. I imparted my. deſign to the 
faithful partners of my heart; with 
dity they acceded to my purpoſe, and 
ung d our quick departure. — Let us, 
ſaid 


\ (6) 
ſaid I, repair io Laban, and acquaint 
him of our intention ; we will implore 
his benediQtion, and bid him a laſt 
acheu. But, ah} with what language 
ſhall I approach him? Moſt truth be 


hid within the veil of ſoft complacenee ? 


or ſhall I upbraid him with his cruelty, 


and fay, no longer able-to fuſtain unjuſt 


ſeverity, 1 leave his roof to explore 
my native land ? Shall then reproaches 


meet the father of my Rachel and my 
gentle Leah? No; we will ſecretly 
depart ; and though no mutual bene- 
diftions mark the parting hour, our 
prayers ſhall reach the throne of the 
SvrxzmME; they ſhall invoke eternal 
bleffings on his aged head. —Fraught 
with theſe ſentiments we departed with 
our houſholds ; Rachel bore in her 
maternal arms the mfant Joſeph, and 


Leah conduted her numerous off- 
The flocks, which by juſt 


ſpring. 
right 


I 
. 
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right were mine, went bleating on their 
way; and ſoon the houſe of Laban, 
the rocks, the woods, which ſhelter his 


On the third day we had attain'd a 
mountain whoſe brow was ſhaded with 


majeſtic cedars; on its rugged ſides. 


the woodbine crept and odorous myr- 
tles grew ſpontaneous ; its foot was wa- 
ter'd by a chryſtal riv'let, on whoſe 
o0Zy margin the tir'd flocks repos'd,. 
.and we ſpread our tents beneath the 
inviting ſhade.— Here as we ſat aker- 
nately careſſing our youthful offspring, 
Our father, ſaid the tender Rachel, no 
longer beholds us with affection; he bas 


forgotten the ties of nature. Whilſt 


thus ſhe ſpake, her countenance be- 


tated by the emotions -of terror, and 
her brilliant eyes were immoveably 


fhx'd 


abode, were no longer within our view. 


came pale; her lovely frame was agi- 


* 1 
\ (64) 
fix d on a diſtant eminence. I ſought 
to deſcry the object of her fears, and 
ſoon perceiv'd the verdant top of Gi- 
lead cover'd with a vaſt multitude ; 
they were diſpers'd on every fide; 


the acclivity of the mount was cover'd 


by their numbers. It was Laban, at- 


| tended by his numerous houſhold.—Se. 


cure in conſcious innocence I aroſe 
from my ſeat to await his arrival. He 
drew near; his countenance was in- 
flam'd by reſentment. With a voice 
interrupted by rage he utter'd the bit. 
tereſt reprodches.— 1 bore, unmov'd, 
the effuſions of his unjuſt diſpleaſure, as 
a rock whoſe ſolid baſe, fix'd on earth's 


unlhaken centre, braves all the fury of 


the foaming billows. —O'ercome by his 
emotions, he ſunk at laſt in the arms of 
his attendants. I approach'd him with 
tenderneſs : Calm, O my father, I ex- 


* claim'd, theſe tranſports of anger; by 
that 


(0865) 
that endearing name, I conjure you 
hear the avowal of my innocence, Can 

I injure even in thought the parent of 
my belov'd ? thoſe dear objects of my 
conjugal affection, theſe innocents, for- 

bid the impious intent. We have 

quitted thy paternal roof without a laſt 
farewel; wherefore ſhould I wound thy 
aged ear with juſt reproaches? Thy 

unkindneſs chac'd us thence; thy con- 
ſcious breaſt bears witneſs whilſt I ſpeak, 

that with cruelty thou haſt repaid my 
unwearied toil, and ten times chang'd 

my wages; yet from thy Felds I ne- 
ver have ſeduc'd the lowing kine; the 

vagrant lamb, led by my friendly 
crook, explor'd thy diſtant fold; I fled 

not from the taſk when day's fierce 
beams fell on my head, or dews of 
night deſcended on the earth. | 


As I thus ſpake, I ſaw the counte-- 


nance of Laban ſoften'd towards me : 
I the 


* 
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che · traces of anger diſappear'd; he 
roſe, and caught me in his trembling 
arms: Forgive me, O my ſon! he 
cry'd; forgive my unjuſt diſpleaſure, 
'Bleſs'd be the Gov of Abraham, whoſe 
providence hath reſtrain d me from in- 
Juring thee! Henceforth let mutual 
eonfidence and love inſpire each breaſt. 


Tranſported at the welcome accents, 
I broke from his embrace; 1 flew to 
the rock where nicely plac'd by na- 
ture's band the maſſy ſtratum lies; I 
collected from thence tbe ſtones which 
time's ſtrong arm had looſen'd, and im- 


petuous torrents had ſever'd from their 


long repoſe, of which I form'd a pil- 
lar, This heap, 1 ſaid, O my fire! 
Mall witneſs our mutual covenant;— 


He approach d, and we conſecrated the 


unpoliſh'd monument with tender re- 
coneilement and unfeign'd love.— I 
25 Rr 
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ran to the foot of the mountain where 
the paſtures were repos'd, and ſeizing a 
ſpotleſs kid, offer'd it on the heap to 
the God of Abraham; after which a 
repaſt was prepar d. My brethren of 
the houſe of Laban fat around; Ra» 
chel and Leah, with their ſmiling train; 
completed the ſocial circle ; friendſhiß 
and peace animated every happy face. 
— The waving cedars gently bent their 
graceful heads, as if in token of our 
harmony ; the ſong of the lark ſeem'd 
unuſually melodious; and the ſoft 
echoes of the ſhepherd's pipe from the 
vallies beneath, aſcended with the fan- 
ning zephyrs.—Tranſported at the glad 
occurrence of the day, I ſeiz'd a lute z 
a joy exſtatic had inſpir'd my ſoul; I 
touch'd the filver ſtrings with more than 
uſual ſkill, and thus expreſs'd the 
charms of ſocial love, O Heaven- 
born paſſion ! gift of Gop! thy kindly 
I 2 influence 
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influence ſhed around; and tell the 
breaſt which ne'er admits thee as its 
gueſt, that thou, and thou alone, im- 
part'ſt to nature all her powers to pleaſe. 
What though the genial year each 
choiceſt gift prepares to gladden man, 
the flinty heart that ne'er was ſoften'd 
by thy power, is dead to all the varied 
Joy : for him birds chaunt, rills flow, 
and flowers bloom in vain. Come, ſo- 
cial love! and with thy filken wing, ſoſt 
as angelic plumes, hover around my 
peaceful tent; though herds and flocks, 
though oil and wine, and vallies full of 
- Tipen'd grain, grace not my humble lot, 
poſſeſs d of thee, I have enough, and 
my full heart with joy ſhall overflow, 


Thus united in the amiable bands of 
concord, reluQtantly we view'd the part - 
ing moment—it approach'd—Laban 
aroſe—he embrac'd his daughters, whoſe 

at Hg hearts 


* » 


9) 

hearts now penetrated by returning 
love, felt all the ardour of filial tender- 
neſs. -All ſtood filent, each ſtrove to 
ſpeak ; but ſighs and tears alone ex- 
preſs'd our feelings, —At length, with 
fervent prayers and mutual benedic- 
tions we ſeparated, and with my houſe- 
holds I purſu'd my way. 


The intenſe heat of the ſun (for that 
orb was now in that point of the Hea- 
vens, when his ardent beams ſhed un- 
remitting fervors on the earth) pre- 
vented us from purſuing our journey, 
during the mid-day hours: we choſe 
that agreeable ſeaſon when the dews 
yet gliſten on the graſs, and the air is 
refreſh'd by cooling breezes of the 
night; and paſſing the ſultry day be- 
neath ſome umbrageous ſhade, again 
renew'd our progreſs, when the lamp 
of day had conceal'd his effulgence be- 

hind 
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hind the weſtern hills. —Doring the 
nocturnal hours, we were directed in 
Gur courſe o'er immenſe deſerts, by 
thoſe luminaries who ever keep their 
invaried Ration in the azure ſpace; 
for whilſt I fed the flocks of Laban, 
in the open plains of Meſopotamia, I 
had learn'd from ſhepherds the knows 
ledge of thoſe celeſtial bodies; I had 
ſtudied the motions of the planetary 
hoſts, and knew the ſhining conſtel- 
lations by their names.—Thas was 1 
enabled to conduct a numerous people 
o'er trackleſs wilds, when the filvet 
- moon had from the fount of light turn'd 
her averted orb. 


One fervent day we had halted on 
the banks of a clear ſtream, near whoſe 
borders grew a grove of ſpreading palm 
trees; the flocks and herds were di{- 
_ pers'd o'er the wide paſturage before 
us; I left my companions, and pene- 

trated 
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trated into the deep receſs of the 
wood :—Here I beheld prodigious 
oaks, which proudly ſtretch'd their moſ- 
ſy branches to the ſkies ; and matted 
briars, whoſe wild luxuriance human 
foot had never reſtrain'd.—-In a fituas 
tion ſo ſequeſter'd, I indulg'd thoſe pen- 
five meditations which for ſome time 
had poſſeſs d my mind, as often as 1 
reſleded on the rancour of my brother, 
which I fear'd even an abſence of 
twice ten years was ineffectual ro ſup- 
preſs. When I beheld you, my chil» 
dren, then in the puerile ſeaſon of in- 
fancy, and thoſe who gave you birth, 
my apprehenſions became {till more 
dreadful. I could have brav'd alone 
the reſentment of an angry brother; I 
could even have facrific'd my life to 
appeaſe his diſpleaſure : but thoſe dear 
objects who accompanied me, whoſe 
lafety I eſteem'd far more precious than 


4 my 
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my own, awaken'd every terrible anxi- 
ety.— I bent myſelf on the moſly bank, 
and lifted my petitions to the GREAT 

RuLER or Evexrs. Suſpend, I cried, 
O thou Gop os PACE] the wrath of 
my embitter'd brother. Oh! may my 
meek ſubmiſſion, ſoften his long che- 
riſh'd hatred! May it diſappear as the 
ſhades of night before the riſen day ! 
Let fraternal love, ſo grateful in thy 
fight, kindle its reſplendent torch, and 
ſocial harmony again irradiate the houſe 
of Iſaac ! 


Whilſt thus I pour'd out my ſoul be- 
fore the OuxirorENx, the impervious 
wood, whoſe interwoven branches de- 
nied admittance to the ſolar ray, be- 
came ſuddenly illuminated with a daz- 
zling ſplendor beyond the brightneſs 
of the mid-day ſun; I beheld two ef. 
fulgent bands of celeſtial beings paſſing 

| | through 
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through the glade, and a voice ſweeter 
than the muſt melliſluous ſounds which 
ever were form'd by mortal organs, 
pronounc'd, Thy prayers are heard 
thou child of adverſity! The Mos 
Hicu, who bas promis'd to make of 
thee a great nation, will aſſuage thy 
brother's fury. Fear not to purſue thy 
way; thou and thy bouſeholds are ſafe 
beneath Armicuty Love.—Enraps 
tur'd at the glorious viſion I aroſe.— 
Theſe I exclaim'd, are the hoſts of the 
OmNieoTenNT; and thou, ballow'd 
fpot ! henceforth I name Mahanaim. 


I now return'd to the ſhade, where 
Rachel and Leah (feated on the graſs) 
were watching the innocent ſports of 
the infant train. We aſſembled d 
ſervants and flocks, and proceeded onf 
our way,—As we drew near the banks 
of the limpid Jordan, my memory re- 

K verted 
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verted to the day when penſive and 
alone I paſs d that ſtream, leaning on 
my ſtaff, the ſole ſupporter of my ſoli- 
tary ſteps, I was now poſſeſs d of in- 
numerable herds, and accompanied by 
thoſe on whoſe faithful breaſt I could 
ſafely repoſe all my cares; whoſe ten- 
derneſs alleviated every grief and 
heighten'd every joy. My ſocial hours 
were crown'd by the liſping prattle of 
a numerous infant train, who in tacit 
eloquence implor'd my love. Imagi- 
nation painted the contraſted ſcenes, 
and my gratitude ſurpaſs'd the powers 


of utterance. 


' I then carefully ſurvey'd my flocks, 
and of their prime ſelected preſents for 
my brother Eſau.—I diſtributed them 
in companies. The bleating paſtures, 
as if conſcious of their deſignation, 


and TH to become a ſacrifice to 
fraternal 
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fraternal reconciliation, went ſwiftly on 
their way, follow'd by the meſſengers 
whom I had inſtrutted to addreſs my 
offended brother; to acquaint him of 
our approach; and to appeaſe his long 
cheriſh'd hatred. —Soon they return'd, 
and acquainted us that Eſau rapidly 
approach'd with four hundred men,— 
My heart ſunk within me at the dread- 
ful tale, as often as I caſt my eye on 
the trembling mothers and their help- 
leſs charge. They had paſs'd the ri- 
ver, and were now calmly repoſing 
within the tents, I alone remain'd on 
the other ſide, that uninterrupted by 
human voice, I might pour out my pe- 
titions before the Gop of my fathers. 


Now ſolemn midnight had ſpread her 
ſable mantle o'er the hemiſphere ; no 
friendly luminary ſhot its lambent 
beams ; dark clouds obſcur'd the face 
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of Heaven, as if to ſympathize with 
the deep gloom which pervaded my 
anxious mind; the hollow winds mur. 
' mur'd through the caverns of the rock, 
and agitated the ruſtling palms ; the 
adjacentbrook penſively flowing, ſeem'd 
to chide the latent pebbles, which broke 
its angry wave; at a diſtance I ſeem'd 
to hear the claſhing of ſpears and con- 
fus'd voices of a great multitude. A 
train of dreadful ideas terrified my ima- 
gination ; one moment I thought I be- 
held the dear poſſeſſors of my ſoul, 
haſtily repaſſing the ſtream, purſu'd by 
a revengeful brother ; then, to aug- 
ment the horrors of the ſcene, fancy 
repreſented him as approach'd ; ſhe 
drew the murd'rous ſword, and plung'd 
it in the breaſt of innocence, —Horror 
encompaſs'd me on every ſide.— l roſe 
from the dank earth, yet unable to ex- 


plore my way amidſt the impenetrable 
darkneſs, 


r Er 


| £3, . a 25 £ 


(77) 


darkneſs. On a fudden the gloom be- 
came enlighten'd by a faint gleam, re- 
ſembling that gentle light which is ef. 
fusd from the gliſtening ſtars, when 
clouds conceal not the cerulean vault, 
I obſcurely diſcern'd a human form 
approaching ; it drew near ; my exten- 


ded arm was forcibly arreſted ; I was 


overpower d by my adverſary,and ſunk ' 
before him.—Inſtanily my nerves ac- 
quir'd new vigour ; my ſtrength re- 
viv'd with increas'd ardour, As alion 
ruſhes on his prey, I ſeiz'd my for- 
midable enemy ; his enfeebled limbs 
no longer ſuſtain'd the conflict; he ſunk 
to the earth, —The eaſtern ſky was now 
painted by the crimſon bluſhes of the 
morn, and the grey twilight had ſtole 
oder the dewy lawns. I beheld my 
vanquiſh'd opponent, and a ſecret awe 
thrill'd through my frame.—His figure - 
was that of healthful age, unfurrow'd 
| by 
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by the wrinkles of time; and the tra- 


ces of youth in his venerable counte. 
nance mock'd the filver treſſes which 


fell on his graceful ſhoulders.—I was 


embarraſs'd, yet knew not why : his 
form was calculated to inſpire love, yet 
it awaken'd in my ſoul a profound re- 
verence ; and through it I thought I 
could perceive a being more than mor- 
tal. I was about to proſtrate myſelf at 
his feet, but he gently reſtrain'd me, 
Thy ſenſations, ſaid he, O ſon of Iſaac! 
are not unknown to me: no feeble 
child of frail mortality has with thee 
contended ; thou beholdeſt before thee 
an inhabitant of the ſkies, ſent by the 
Hicntsr to diſſipate thy fears, and by 
thy conqueſt over a celeſtial nature, to 
revive thy drooping courage. No 
longer be thou Jacob, but Iſrael ſhall 
be thy name. The Hor Ons will 


— his covenant, and thou ſhalt be 
a father 
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a father of nations; fear not then to 
meet thy brother; thy confidence in 
the divine promiſes ſhall be thy ſhield. 
— With theſe words he departed, and 
I paſs'd the ford inſpir d with dauntleſs 
fortitude, | 


Reuben had retir'd a ſhort ſpace 


| from his companions, and was atten- 


tively ſurveying the ſportive fiſhes as 
they glided through the liquid element: 
the waters, gently agitated with their 
motion, reflected the ſplendour of the 
riſing ſun, and emulated the jewels of 
the eaſt, Suddenly he lifted his eye to 
the neighbouring hill ; he ſtarted! all 
pale and trembling, he ran towards us, 
and pointed to the eminence which was 
now cover'd by the attendants of Eſau, 
whom I plainly diſcern'd amongſt the 
hoſt : methought an hoſtile fury urg'd 
his ſpeed, Rachel, with her infant ſon, 

ran 


ran baſtily towards me ; and Leah, with 
maternal anxiety, ſought my protedion: 
I cheer'd them with affurances of the 
favour of the Sur xRZuE; and offering 
a mental prayer, prepar'd to mect my 
fate, Eſau ſwiftly approach'd ; he de- 
ſcended into the plain ; we met ; ſtrong 
emotion appear'd in either face; the. 
boiſt'rous paſſions were ſubſided; 
peace and filial love enliven'd his fea- 
tures; we ran with extended arms, and 
affeQionately embrac'd : ſpegchleſs we 
remain'd whilſt every amiable feeling 
was expreſs d by tears, —At length I 
exclaim'd, Is this, GREAT Uop! the 
brother who once ſought my life ?— 
Ah! is it Eſau who thus preſſes me to 
his melting boſom? O felicity unut- 
terable !—Yes, he replied, my below d 
Jacob, it is Eſau who aſks a place in 
thy affections, and thus welcomes thee | 


to thy natal land. Never more ſhall a 
- brother's 
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brothers anger force thee from a pa«' 


rent's roof ; we wilt henceforth live in 
love; the idolatrous nations ſhall wit- 
neſs our harmony, and emulate the fair 
example. | 


We now ſpread our tents far o'er 
the flow'ry vale.— I ran to the flocks, 


and took from thence a tender kid; it 


was dreſs'd with the moſt odoriferous 
herbs, and cakes of the fineſt flour were 


plac d on the focial board, —Eſau, with 


a benigneaſpett, ſat down to the repaſt; 
it was the feaſt of renovated love.—I 
preſented to him my belov'd Rachel 
and her infant ſon ; he receiv'd them 
with cordial endearment. Be thou, 
ſaid he, my beauteous ſiſter, the happy 
mother of a numerous offspring; and 
may that blooming innocent reward thy 
maternal cares !—Next approach'd the 
amiable Leah, leading her youthful 
L m train. 
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train.— His prayers and pious benedie- 
tions were pour d on all.— Thus paſs d 
the hours in ſweeteſt harmony, whilſt 
the day, with ſilent ſtep, twice ſtole o'er 
our heads; then, with mutual vows of 
everlaſting friendſhip, we ſeparated. 
Eſau return'd to Seir, and I advanc'd 
towards theſe fertile plains, —Theſe I 
attain'd, but O my fons! how ſhall I 
tell the fad cataſtrophe which mark'd 
the fatal journey ? Rachel, my belov'd 
wife, the ſole poſſeſſor of my youthful 
vows, was no more !— Thou, Ephrath, 
witneſs'd the painful ſtruggle which from 
her lovely form ſeparated the ſweeteſt 
m_ that cer inform'd mortality. 


I had one day been to the top of a 
neighbouring hill, to view the adjacent 
country.—Methought all nature wore 
a penſive aſpea ; the warbling birds 
chaunted a: mournful dirge, and an un- 
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uſual heavineſs oppreſs'd me. —I re- 
turn'd, O Heavens! but only to re- 
ceive the laſt embrace of my expiring 
Rachel.—Feeble and pale ſhe ſum- 
mon'd me towards her. —I flew, I ſtood 
wildly gazing on her almoſt breathleſs 
form, —She extended her pallid arm, 
and pointing to the lovely infant which 
lay beſide her, Receive, ſaid ſhe, O beſt 
of men, this laſt dear pledge of my af- 
fection; name him Benoni, and in his 
youthful form ſometimes recall the 
memory of his ill-fated mother, I die, 
my belov'd Jacob. Whilſt life yet 
trembles in my veins, let me fold thee 
to my faintly beating heart. One dear, 
one laſt embrace, to thank thee for thy 
love Ah me! I faint, —Farewell, 


As a lily, faded by the chilly blaſt, 
lies wither'd on the mournful ſoil—as 
the roſe of Sharon, ſtruck by the forked 
; "6" flaſh, 
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| flaſh; bangs its yet lovely bead fo, 
ſilent in the icy arms of death, lay the 
below d of my ſoul.—But ſpare me, O 
my children! nor ſuffer me to rend 


this aged heart with the ſad recital. — 
The reſt of my hiſtory you know. 


Here tears fuppreſs d the voice of the 
venerable narrator. — Joſeph heav'd 
loud ſobs on the boſom of his afflicted 
fire.—Dinab, the tender Dinah, wetted 
her pearly cheek with the ſympathetic 
drops —All join'd the venerable 
mourner; every face was clouded with 


grief. 


In a few moments the majeſtic ſuf- 
ferer became tranquil ; anguiſh fled 
his grief-worn cheek, and his counte- 
nance again aſſum'd the placid aſpett 
of all-forbearing patience. Inſpir'd 
with full conviftion of the ETzzx ar. 
Wispon and Bzngricexce, he ſup- 

preſs d 
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preſs'd the tear of woe.—-Thus, the 
Chriſtian philoſopher, whoſe enlighten'd 
view beholds celeſtial joys awaiting to 
reward his mournful pilgrimage, ani- 
mated with the divine hope, becomes 
ſuperior to his ſorrows, and ſmiles ſe- 
renely on the ſtorms which ſhake an 
aſtoniſh'd world, | 


CT - ot 


THE 


0 O 


r 


B O O K III. 


— 


HE amiable Joſeph had now at- 

tain'd that pleaſing period when 
reaſon mounts her throne to guide the 
ardent paſſions—when vivid health fits 
on the youthful cheek, and ſprightly 
fancy gilds the fleeting hours.—As a 
{ſkilful floriſt watches with care a fa- 
vourite plant, ſcreens it from fervent 


be or — blaſts, Jacob with 
| tendereſt 
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tendereſt ſolicitude regarded the ſon of 
his belov d. Each day diſplay'd in him 
a mind inſfpir'd by rectitude, and ſen- 
timents ennobled by benevolence.— 
But who can paint the parent's tranſ- 
port when contemplating this fair dawn 
of virtue ?--Tenderly he would ex- 
claim, Thou precious, lateſt gift of 
Heaven ! ſurely thou -waſt given to 
compenſate for the various ills which 
mark my adverſe life. O may the 
ETzxnaL ſtrengthen and confirm thy 
opening worth, and make thee all the 
fond parental heart can aſk ! 


Deſirous to inſpire his belov'd Jo- 
ſeph with a diligent attention to the 
works of nature, Jacob would ſome. 
times condu@ him to a remote foreſt, 
and unfold to him the beauty and uſe- 
fulneſs of the vegetable world. —An_ 
oak, whoſe decay'd trunk lay reclin'd 

2 oh 


dean) 
on its parent earth, often afforded them 
a feat, whilſt an adjacent tre which 
ne'er had felt the deſtroying hand of 
time, ſpread o'er them an umbrageous 
ſhade. Here the inſtructive ſire point. 
ed out to his attentive view each plant 

and herb, explaining: their ſeveral pro- 
perties.— Behold, my fon, he wauld 
ſay, thoſe pleaſing traces of creative 
love How extenſive is divine bene- 
ficence - profuſely has it ſpread what. 
eber is falutary to the human frame 
this vernal leaf does in its ſilken fibres 


bold the cooling juice which quenches 


feveriſh thirſt, and allays the fierce 
diſeaſe ;—that a ſomniſic quality con- 
tains, 10 compoſe the vearied mind 
and vin refreſhing ſleep j ſome can 
_ exhilarate the drooping ſpirits, and 

others blunt the edge of pain ;—when 
| chance or violence inflict the deadly 


| und, and life flows out with every 
Fl | languid 
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languid pulſe, theſe ſhall arreſt the pur- 

ple tide und recall departing ſtrength ;—- 
7 Ca ſo mean, or leaf, howe'er con- 
ceal'd from view, ſprings up in vain ;—=: 
all have their uſe all are deſign'd to 
invigorate health, and repel the force 
of pain. Joſeph, charm'd, yet aſto- 
niſh'd, exclaim'd, What kindneſs, O 
my father! what unwearied benefi- 
cence is here diſplay Shall then 
diſcordant paſſions rend the human: 
heart when nature through her. various: 
works breathes the ſweet voice of n 


Sometimes be accompanied his ba. 


ther to thoſe remove caverns which lie 


far beneath the flowery ſurface of the. 


ground; there they explor'd the veiny 


marble, plac'd with exacteſt art, when 
chaotic atoms, at the Divins Vocs,. 
retir'd to their diſtant ſtations—mine- 
rals or foſſils—all that can amuſe or 
M A charm 


(99) 
charm the eye, appear'd to their re- 
ſearch. When the reſplendent ſun 
had withdrawn his beams, they / often 
attain'd the ſummit of a neigbbourio 

eminence, where they cobalt 
the vaſt etherial arch, and trac'd the 

GLrortous ARCHITECT amidſt kind- 
ling ſtars.— What band, inviſible, faid 
Jacob, ſuſtains theſe glowing orbs ; re- 
gions, perhaps, of habitable life, with 
their enlightening ſuns. —W hence the 
regularity. with which. they move ?— 
None encroaches on another's orbit, but 
all purſue their conſtant round with 
| niceſt harmony.—What wiſdom infinite 

vas neceſſary to affix their ſeveral ſta- 
tions What power divine fuftains 
them through revolving ages ho. 
good—how wiſe, my belov'd Benja- 
min (ſurpaſſing all our finite reaſon can 
conceive), muſt be that BEING who 


BE; 0 * the unbounded 
4 fields 
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ßelds of ſpace !—The' the ſtudies 
which light devotion's facred flame; and 
impreſs, the wond'ring mind with the 
moſt exalted: ideas of the divine attri- 
butes.—Theſe cheriſh and improve the 
ſocial. paſſions, and yield a degree of 
pleaſure. which the indolent and i 1 
rious ne er can know, 


Not leſs ane inftruftive 
fire to awaken in the reſt of his belov'd 
offspring attention to the truths he 
taught ;—but long the ſordid paſſions 
had poſſeſs'd their ſouls :—theſe, like 
the baneful influence of an unfriendly 
meteor, chill'd each ſoft emotion of the 
heart ;—no bliſs they knew, but fuch 
as avarice or ambition gave ; and, as 
an idle dream, efteem'd thofe pure de- 
lights which only cultivated minds ens 
joy. Wa LT 

Mg 
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Hall, ſcience! lovely child of Hea- 
ven !—Although my longing ſteps have 
ne'er explor'd thy ſacred academic 
groves, yet proſtrate at thy ſhrine I 
lowly's bend, and adore thy bliſsful 
ſway.— Without thy influence the fair 
creation would become a cheerleſs 
void, and man leſs rational than the 
grim monſters of the howling waſte.— 
At thy approach, ignorance and all 
its horrid train of paſſions unrefin'd re- 
tire, and harmony and joy illume the 

ſocial world, 


At length arriv'd the day when IC. 
rael's aged breaſt was deſtin'd to ſuſtain 
woes not leſs poignant than thoſe which 
in Ephrath pierc'd his inward ſoul.— 
Full of confidence and the all- enliven- 
ing principle of love to Heaven, he 
op'd his grateful eye- lids on the morn, 
De law all nature ſhining with reno- 
| 1 | vated 


( 93) 
vated beauty, and his grateful ardours, 


borne on the earlieſt wings of day, aroſe 


before the ETERNVAI.— Gos of my fa- 


thers! he cried, who with tendereſt 
care led'ſt Abraham from beyond the 
ſwelling billows of Euphrates, and to 
his poſterity decreed this fair and fer- 
tile land—thee with love, with joy I 
hail !—How glorious are the manifeſ- 
tations of thy benevolence !—they are 
impreſs'd on the filken texture of each 
vernal leaf; even now they are written 
with returning ſun-beams in the ſhining 


volume of the gay creation :—'midſt 


gliſtening dew-drops and expanding 
flowers Idiſcern thy e ffulgent footſteps ; 
and oft my conſcious ſoul has heard thy 
yoice in the placid murmurs of the 
gliding rill, or. ſoften'd breeze which 
fans the waving groves.—ls there a 
portion of the globe which owns not thy 
creative power ?—Should my adven- 

trous 


(94) 
t'rous ſteps pierce even the depth of 
thickeft woods, there every latent bud 
which ſprings beneath umbrageom 
ſhades, would own thy wiſdom infinite; 
or ſhould I quit the chearful beams 
of day, and penetrate the glopmy ca. 
verns of the earth, even there thy 
bounty ſhines, enlightening thoſe ſeats 
of night.— What powers of language 
can I find expreſſive of my rapt'rous 
thoughts ? Teach me, O Tnov, from 
whom my being was deriv d, how I may 
beſt adore thine infinite perfections. 1 


Oppreſs d by ſenſations too extatic 
for feeble duſt, the pious. patriarch 
ceas d ſpeaking. He hid his face with- 
in, his mantle, and ſunk in rapt'rous 
ſilence. The ſeraph, whom the Mosr 
Hin had appointed to attend his per- 
ſon, beheld the divine tranſport ; with 
celeſtial pity he ſa the incumbent fleſh 
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unequal to the aſpirations of the eters. 
nal mind. The day will come, cried. 
the benign immortal, when the veil of 
mortality ſhall be remov'd, and thou, 
child of long-tried virtue, ſhalt behold 
the ſupreme deſire of thy foul ; thou 
ſhalt clearly | contemplate thoſe divine 
perfeftions which now through clouds 
and darkneſs dimly are fhadow'd forth. 


- Joſeph, who had quitted his repoſe . 
before the penfive ſongſtreſs of the 
night had ceas'd with warbling melody 
ta woo the lingering dawn, attain'd the 
paternal abode: his eyes, naturally 
brilliant, were oppreſs d with languor ; . 
and thoſe auburn treſſes that were wont 
to wanton in graceful ringlets, now fell 
diſorder d on his ſhoulders, At ſight | 
of the benign author of his being, his 
countenance brighten'd into. ſmiles, but 
they reſembled thoſe tranſient rays of 


= 


(96) 
the ſun, which often in the infant year 
contend with broken clouds and diſh. 
pated ſtorms. f | 


 Ifrael beheld the, penſive aſpett of 
his belov'd.—Wherez. he exclaim'd, is 
that engaging chearfulneſs which was 
wont to fit on the cheeks of my ſon ?— 
O my Joſeph! hide not from me the 
cauſe of that diſquiet which too evi- 
dently hangs o'er thy brow. — With im- 
patient ſtep, replied the lovely youth, 
; have I ſought thy abode, my belov'd 
parent, that in thy fond careſſes 1 
might find a ſolace for that ſadneſs 
which now opprefſes me. Thy coun- 
ſels, my father, like the beams of the 
morning which diſpel the miſts, have 
often chas'd forrow from the boſom of 


the wretched, I already feel my agi- 
tated ſpirits huſh'd into peace, my 
9 exhilarated' by thy pre- 

| ſence, 


(9) 
ſence . Sleep has denied me her inyi- 
gorating influence. When af ſhort in- 


p tervals my watching CY es Were. glos d. 


terrific viſions have difturb'd my ſlum- 
bers; unuſual terrors alarm me; J 
fear, yet know not why. 


In theſe incircling arms, replied the 
patriarch, ag he folded the pęnſive youth 
to his affectionate boſom, repale thy 
diſquiets, thou deareſt offspring of my 
lamented Rachel. Chaſe hence thoſe 
melancholy fears, and let the voice of 
nature attune thine heart to joy. Logk 
sound her works, what does thine ex- 
tended eye perceiye hut loye and power 
divine ?—lIf ſo conſpicuous theſe arg 
ſeen, doubt not hut virtue is the care of 
Hiu from whom all virtue is deriy'd. 
Nothing, my child, in all the intrica: 
cies of human woe, can happen hut hy 


fivine FR hot ſay, 50 ti: 
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dings yet tranſpir'd from thy brethren 
who feed the flocks in Hebron's graſſy 
plains? Haſten thou, and bring me 
the glad aſſurance of their welfare. I 


-know the taſk is 2888 to thy owe. | 
rous mind, 


1 po, 17 ſire, replied the obedient 
youth. Delighted 1 obey thy every 


mandate. Urg'd by fraternal love, my 
willing ſteps ſhall lightly paſs the 


lengthen'd way ; but firſt 1 will haften 


tothe vintage, and there collect a pre- 


Tent for my brethren, of what the ge- 
nial year affords,—The tender parent 
ſmil'd aſſent, and Joſeph, quitting the 
preſence of his father, ran haſtily to the 


. vineyard, where, underneath luxuriant 


foliage, the mantling vine conceal'd 
her purple fruit: the juicy cluſters, 


pluck'd with care, and cakes of fineſt 
ROE: compos'd the liberal boon ; and 


climbing 


(99) 

climbing the craggy ſummit of the rock, 
he ſeiz d the mellifluous ſtores which 
lab'ring inſects had imbib d from varie- 
gated flowers. Fraught with the gene- 
rous burthen, he return'd to receive 
paternal benediQion, e' er he departed 
for the vale of Hebron. — Jacob ſell 
on his neck; he implor'd the bleſſing 
of the SueREME on the firſt born of 
his belov'd. May the Sulz or 
ABRAHAM, he exclaim'd, be thy pro- 
teftion! In ſafety may'ſt thou return 
to theſe arms, e'er the ſhadows of eve 


infold the hamlets of the vale in dark | 


oblivion — Such were the tender 
breathings of the affeQionate parent; 
but they found nut acceptance before 
the ALmicaty RULER of ten thou- 
ſand worlds. The archangel, who, 
wrapp'd in a celeſtial veil,preſents con- 
tinually the prayers of the faithful, faw 


un ſurprize the petitions of him Who 


N 2 Was 


[ 
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Vit batov'a by the Erh In Ab, keſektel 


ai the everlalliug throne. 


- Recife your heads ye lovely blof. | 


Foils, that nouriſh'd by the youthful 


s ver all the gay parterre. Who 
nos hall Watch your riſing bloom ? for 
he Who nurtur'd you with water of the 
Iimpid ril, returns no more. Ve paſ- 
tres mourn; and thou, tall grove, 
Where oſt at Koon he fed hib flocks, af. 
ume a penſive hne ; no more let ſpring 
renew your verdant robe, or paint your 
Feen, ye meudows, with her flow'ry 


More ſhall view your laviſh ſweets. 


Joſeph, with impatient ſtep, purſu'd 


his way; his imagination delineated 


thoſe pure delights which flow from the 
ſoft interchange of fraternallove ; ſoon 
3 125 SES 


pride ; for he for whom ye ſmil'd, 1d 
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be pereciv'd the vale of Hebron exten- 


fed to bis view, adorn'd with waving 
ms, beneath whoſe ſhade were ſeen 
epherds reclining on the banks of an 
jrriguous ſtream, which, gliding through 
the vale, perpetually refreſhes its ver- 
dure. With anxiety and ill. boding 
thoughts he wander'd through the plain, 
till ſtopp'd by a friendly ſtranger, who, 
with Tympathetic renderneſs, enquir'd 
for whom he fought; to whom the 
youth with eagemeſs replied, The ob- 
feats of my ſearch are thofe whom nas 
ture and affection have taught me ts 
know by the endearing title of bre. 
thren.— The ftranger quiek inform'd 
him they had conducted their flecey 
charge to Dothan. wiz vichad 


It was now the fan had attain'd his 
meridian ſtation, and darted his noο¹ -. 
tide beams 0'er the langaid earth, — 
The 


| ag 


the thigkeſt wood; and nought was 


(202) - 


The ſwains repos d in ſlumbers beneath 
the ſhade, and fainting flocks in ſilence 


- reclin'd oh the parch'd ſoil ; the fea- 


ther d choir had ſought the covert of 


heard ſave the gentle murmurs of the 
ever i|8wing brook, All was ſtill as 
though nature herſelf partook of the 
general languor.—Oppreſs'd by the 
mid-day heat, [oſeph ſought the um- 
brageous, ſhelter of a ſpreading tree 
whoſe moſſy trunk ſeem'd coeval with 
the adjacent hills The ſeraph Abdiel 


took bis celeſtial harp; he touch'd it, 


and fill'd the ambient air with divine 
harmony.-Lull'd by the ſoft melo- 
dy, the benevolent youth ſunk intoa 
balmy ſlumber. 


Now, ſwiftly gliding through the 
etherial ſpace, a radiant form deſcend- 


ed, whoſe ſplendor irradiated all the 
yernal 
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vernal plain, —Abdiel recogniſed his 
immortal friend, with whom, before his 
miſſion on earth, he had often mingled 
the rapt'rous effuſions of felicity, in 
thoſe extatic ſtrains which reſgunded 
through the everlaſting groves. —Hail, 
bleſs d inhabitant of Heaven I be ſaid; 
what errand of high import leads thee 
from the bright regions of eternal day 
to this ſublunar ſphere ? Say, thou 
congenital mind, with what important 
meſſage art thou fraught ?—The im- 


mortal Enoah replied, To ſhare thy 


pleaſing taſk, O ſeraph! am I come, . 
and guard with thee the virtuous ſon 
of Iſrael, This day he ſuffers by the 
crimes of others; by the malignant 
paſſions of thoſe who own with him 
one common, fire ; his brethren will 
conſpire againſt his guiltleſs life :—yet 
ſhall they not effect the 'enſanguin'd 
purpole'; but with malicious fury will 
they 


19 
they rend thoſe tender chords which 
bind the ſocial heart; they will farce 


| © him from his natal land, from the en - 


 dearments of the aged Ifrael.—A flaye, 
a ſtranger in a diſtant land, he muſt 
be ſold ;—fo the Ouxivorxx pers 
-_- "5 To fe 
-  Abdie] replied, in ſilence and in wore 
der, O Enoab l let us adore the dil: 
peniations of Qux15ctsxce.. Enough 
ſor us, his finite creatures, to diſcern 
that what he wills is good ſupremely 
good. Oſt in our miniſtry on earth we 
have beheld virtue oppreſs d beneath 
the ſtarms of life, while vice trium- 
phant glides ſecurely thraugh a ſmiling 
Supnzus guides even the fad viciſſi- 
tudes of human woe, and thraugh the 
gloomy path of adverſity, leads fav 
re mortals 10 himſeif.Seeſt 


thou 


(105 ) 


thou yon lucid cloud? Through its 
light texture I diſcern the immortal 
Rachel, whom Iſrael yet in pathetic 
ſtrains laments. —Oft have I heard him 
mourn her early doom, when the 
ſweet bird of night ſings through the. 
grove; and when the filent moon keeps 
watch in Heaven, his plaintive voice 
pierces the midnight air. Let us at- 


tend beneath the covert of this palm. 


With maternal tenderneſs ſhe ſeeks her 
ſon; for death, O Enoah! has no. 


power to quench the pure lamp of ſo- 


cial love. It burns in minds diveſted 
of their clay, and through endleſs ages 
improves their bliſs. | 


Whilſt thus the ſeraphims convers'd, 
the ærial cloud approach'd the ſurface: 
of the vernal earth: from it iſſu'd the 
mother of Joſeph, adorn'd with divine 
beauty, —A roſeate hue animated the 

* cheeks 
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than the morning bloom, —$he was 
girt with a radiant zone, and a wreath 
af unfadingamaranth encircled her ce- 
leſtial brows. From the day her ſpot- 
leſs foul had left its lovely vehicle of 
clay, ſhe had not ceas'd to reviſit the 
plain of Mamre, where, cloth'd with 
mortality, the beloy'd partner of her 
terreſtial bliſs reſided ; and often, when 
twinkling ſtars effus'd a gentle light, ſhe 
had inviſibly attended his ſolitary ſteps, 


70 In the cool hour of prime, cer yet 
the ſun had gilded the horizon with his 
rays, ſhe had ſought her firſt born in 
the roſy bower, where be uſually re- 
tir'd to breathe the ſacred extacics of 
unaffeted piety.— She found him not 
in the hallow'd receſs; and gliding 
through the etherial ſpace, ſhe deſcry d 

_ e in ſoft ſlumber beneath the 


umbrageous | 


cheeks of the fair immortal, freſher 
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umbrageous palm. A glow of ineffa» 
ble affection heighten'd the divine ra- 
diance of her eyes, while (with all the 
mother diſplay d in her benign counte- 
nance) ſhe thus addreſs d her ſleepin 
ſon :—Belov'd object of my 9 
cares When veſted with mortality 
I careſs d thy infant form, and watch d 
over thy feeble ſteps: - now I contem- 
plate thee, not with a love mingled with 
mortal frailties, but ſpiritualiz'd—re- 
fin'd. —How amiable are the ripening 
graces of thy mind! ſweeter their in- 
cenſe than the fragrance of the ever- 
laſting hills ;—they ſhall expand, not 
in the fatal ſun-ſhine of proſperity, but 
underneath affliction's ballow'd ſhade. 
—Thee,O my ſon! the GREAT Sovs- 
REIGN deigns to lead through many 
forrows to that perfection of the human 
mind, which is attain d by bitter con- 
ſlid with the ills of life. Beneath the 
O 2 preſſure 
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preſſure of adverſity thy virtues ſhall 
improve ; they ſhall yield a ſweet per- 
fume before the ET EXN AL. 


© The celeſtial mother ceas'd ſpeak- 

ing, but ſtill continu'd to ſurvey the be. 
nevolent youth, whoſe blooming coun. 
tenance was irradiated with ſerene 
| Tmiles, as if conſcious of the preſence 
of his immortal parent. She caſt on 
him one more affectionate look, and re- 

paſſing the atmoſphere with a motion 
- Twifter than thought, regain'd the orb 
where reſted the great progenitors of 
the human race, 


At an immeaſurable diſtance they * 
held the earth; a lucid ſpot it ſeem'd, 
yet to their enlighten'd view her hills, 
ber plains, and future kingdoms role, 
Abraham, the predeſtin'd father of 
the faithful, ſat communing with them 
of ages yet ta come: with prophetic 

8 £ eye 
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eye he beheld thoſe ſacred” promiſes 
fulfill'd which had decreed to him a fu- 
ture progeny innumerous as the ſtars. 
Where day's firſt beams illume the 
eaſtern plains he ſaw. his poſterity ex- 
tended ;” Tabor and Hermon reverbe- 
rated Jenovan's awful name; : Judea 
alone, of all the peopled globe, re- 
tain d the pure knowledge of the Su- 
PREME. But as ſome winding ſtream, 
which, long reſtrain'd. exceeds at length 
its narrow bounds, burſts every barrier, 
and flows impetuous o'er the vale, ſo 
the ſacred light ſpreads wide o'er all the 
earth; — nor hand of men, nor power 
of fiends impede its heavenly courſe; — 
empires long us'd with reverential awe 
to adore the ſtar of day, now, with en- 
lighten'd piety, confeſs the Power 
who from primeval darkneſs ſtruck their 
| hallow'd orb ;—from woods profan'd 
by Pagan worſhip, reſound the exalted 
J ſtrains 


(mo) 


thee, whoſe glory fills the everlaſting 
throne, be aſcrib'd all truth ; thou wilt 


a aceompliſhthy word ; now, even now, 


I ſte my promis'd ſons more numerous 
than the planetary orbs; I hear them 
chaunt thy praiſe o'er all the verdant 
ſphere : -% be thy name ador'd by 
grateful worlds, till through all ſpace 
reſounds one general hymn! | | 


Adam now caſt an expreſſive look 
on Eve, whoſe eye gliſten'd with divine 
extacy. Is this, ſaid he, my belov'd, 
that opaque ſphere which was curs'd 


for our ſakes ? Can it be that world 


in which we planted ſin and miſery ?— 
I: well remember when on that fatal day 

we. from the ſentence of our offended 
lr expedled inſtant death, with a 


look 


tums of rational devotion, and one 
put temple ſeems the terrene ball. 
The aſtoniſh'd patriarch exclaim'd, To 
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look ſofſten'd by mercy he beniggly 


ſpake, Thy poſterity ſhould bruiſe the 
ſerpent's head. Thus is then the inex- 
plicable prediction fulkll'd : the earth, 
O Eve! fo beauteous ere we ſinn'd, 
ſhall ſhine with renovated brightne(s ; 
it ſhall be more glorious than on the 
day when it was firſt created; then only 
from a choſen ſpot reſuunded the praiſe 
of its ALMiGuTY MAKER ; innume- 
rable tongues ſhall now declare his 
name, and ſpread his glory to the 
diſtant poles, - | 


Eve heard attentive, but NO 
not; ;-ſhe aroſe in rapturous ſilence ; 
dhe took her celeſtial lute, and ut 
ter d the effuſions of gratefyl joy 
the cherubims were animated by her 
ſtrains; they felt their ſacred ardours 
exalted, whilſt the mother of mankind 
rehears'd the exhauſtleſs mercy of the 
OauNireoTENT, | 


Iſaac 


61160 


Iſaac, whoſe ſerene boſom whilſt on 
earth reſembled the ſmooth ſurface of 
tte tranquil lake, was repos'd on the 
margin of a pure ſtream, attentive to 
| | the melody which was heard through 
all the everlaſting hills. Near him ſat 
Rebecca—on earth the tender partner 
of his ſoul.— O thou, he cried, ſole ce- 
ment of my earthly happineſs ; now 
my companion intheſeimmortal ſhades; 
friend—ſiſter—ſay, what words do even 
our newly acquir'd faculties afford, ex- 
preſſive of our love, our gratitude to 
the Ga EAT Source of all our bliſs? — 
Ye angels who viſit oft the ſeats of pure 
delight—ye ſeraphims, who drink with 
us the fullneſs of eternal joy, join 
your exalted voices to my humble 
ſtrain, and ſing the fountain of eternal 
happineſs ; to his ſacred preſence lead, 
ye heavenly hierarchies; where, in ex- 
| tacies 
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tacies divine I may diſſolve, and | loſe 
myſelf in UNCREATED EXCELLENCE, 


The mother of Joſeph had attain'd 
the confines of the- celeſtial orb; her 


approach was diſcern'd by Eve, amidſt 


the trees of immortal verdure, Comeſt 
thou, O daughter! ſaid ſhe, from yon- 
der ſublunary ſphere ?=Ah ! regions 
once of peace and pure delight, e'er 
my crime brought miſery on my race. 
In me. behold the ſource of all thoſe 
evils which await thy darling ſon.— Ah, 
fatal day ! when confident of ſtrength 
I fell. Could yet my tears waſh from 
my lov'd offspring the foul offence, 
theſe heavenly brooks ſhould he aug- 
mented by my ſorrows.— But no; the 
day will come — l ſee it from afar 
when he, as by the Ou x trorzyr de- 
creed, ſhall vanquiſh fin, and in the 
precious ſtreams of mercy. obliterate 

1 the 


| ( 114) 
1 he fiain,—$o ſpake the nen of | 
| mankind. 
| Now ofer all the languid earth the 
| effulgent ſun ſhot his meridian rays.— 


Fierce beams of nooh oppreſs'd the 


fainting ſwains, filenc'd the muſic of the 
groves, and faded the verdurt of the 
flow'ry meads, 
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RETN Es by tranſient ſlumber, 


the benevolent Joſeph awoke, — 

| Hence! far hence! he cried, thou ſoft 
ſleep! faſcinating power, adieu] no 
longer ſeal my eye-lids,—How have I 
vaſted in repoſe the fleeting moments, 
whilſt Iſrael anxiouſly expefts my re- 
turn — Perhaps, oppreſs'd with heat, 
my fainting brethren ſink beneath the 
P 2 ſhade 
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ade. How acceptable to them will | 


prove thoſe preſents which I bear. —1 
will ariſe, and haſten to perform the 


„ Fial taſk. ö | | 


Soba from an eminence ki beheld 
the ſhepherds tents, diſpers'd over the 
enamell'd vale. His ſocial heart 
Þounded at the fight ; and now, ſaid he, 
I ſhall embrace my belov'd brethren; 
1 ſhall gladden them with the aſſurance 
of our father's welfare.—I ſhall preſent 


them with theſe tokens of my fraternal 


love.—-O Judah, I diſcern thee beneath 
the umbrageous ſhade, —O Reuben! I 
deſcry thy manly form.—-Beloy'd off- 
Jpripg of our common fire ! ſoon ſhall 
theſe affeQtionate arms alternately em- 
brace ye.— Impell'd by thoſe tender 
ſenſations, his agile ſteps acquire aug- 
mented ſwiftneſs ;—he reſembles the 
fleet roe, which, bounding o'er the 

| mountains 
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-mountains, ſcarcely with his nimble feet 
impreſſes the yielding graſs... 

The ſons of Jacob perceiv'd him 
from afar.—As the ready taper kin- 
dles at the blaze, the malignant paſſions 
which long had agitated their envious 
breaſts, burſt forth with deſtruftive 
rage, when they beheld the guiltleſs ob- 
3eR of their hate alone and unprotefted, 
—Bebold, ſaid Napthali, the youth on 
whom our father laviſhes his partial 
| love!—What has that form to boaſt ? 
What is that ſuperior goodneſs which 
deceives his doating age and caſts-on 
us a darker ſhade ?—Let us, my bre- 
thren, examine this ſpurious virtue 
what is it ? to hang upon our father's 
neck, and vent the effuſions of a 
feign'd affection — to ſigh—to weep— 
whene'er the tale of miſery accoſts his 
ear,—Theſe are the ſpecious arts of 
hypocrites ; 
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0 hypocrites : yet theſe have ſtolen the | 
affections of our father, whilſt our more | 
manly virtues paſs neglefted by him,— 
To climb the broken rock in ſearch 
of vagrant herds; to ford the redun- | 
dant flood when ſwelling torrents heave t 
its foaming wave; to bear the rude | 
north wind, the piercing cold of win- v 
ter, or the ſummer's more intolerable h 
y 
n 
0 


beam. Theſe are acquirements in 
which the effeminate youth cz can never 
emulate us. 


' 


Reuben with mingled aſtoniſhment p: 
and grief, heard the firſt effufions of 
that baſe paſſion which had long burnt 

in fecret within their breaſts, —Ah ! 

why, ſaid he, my brethren, ſuffer ye 

thus unkind ſuſpicion to lurk within 

; your hearts? What can the benevo- 
lent youth have done to merit epithets 

like theſe 1 gentleneſs of manners 


and 
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and l unſullied truth, with an amiable ſo- 
licitude for the happinc ſs of all, deſerve 
our love, Joſeph our brother claims it 
of us; for I well know, whene'er our 


follies have attain'd the ear of Iſrael, 
the tender lad has form'd a thouſand 
kind excuſes for our conduQ, and ſtrove 
with unremitting tenderneſs to. evade 
his juſt diſpleaſure from us. His 
youth—his 'innocence—but chief a 
mother's. early doom, endear him in 
our father's eye ;—yet which of us has 


eier perceiv'd the leaſt abatement of 


parental love ? * 


Thus ſpake the firſt born of Leah; 
but as when a tempett riſing in the 
bleak north O erſpreads the face of 
Heaven with a tremendous gloom, he 
beheld the countenances of his bre- 
thren o'ercaſt with malice and indigna- 


lion ad prelude of that cataſtrophe 
which 


„ (O 
which ſoon muſt ſollowI— He was 


anſwer'd by Zabulon, whoſe eyes, as 
he ſpake, flaſh'd malicious fire. —If 
thou, ſaid he, can'ſt thus ignobly ſubmit 
to the uſurper of our rights, and be- 
hold, unmov'd, the unworthy boy re- 
ceive thoſe fond carefles which are due 
to us, know we poſſeſs ſuperior ſenſi- 
bility, nor tamely can endure our 
wrongs. ls it for him we bear the ſul. 
try heats of ſummer and the wintry 
blaſts 7 Whilſt we in tedious toil con- 
ſume the day, he, with inſidious art, 
beguiles us of our father's love, 


To him Aſher rejoin'd :—Thy fond 
eredulity, O Reuben ! makes thee the 
dupe of a deſigning boy. Thou ſuſ- 
pedteſt not, that underneath that fair 
diſguiſe, he bears a mind of blackeſt 
dye, His ſpecious virtues are the cf- 
ſect of art—his piety his. tenderneſs, 
28 all 
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all aſſum' d; and when he melts in pity 
for the crimes and miſeries of others, 
who ſees not through the varniſh'd 
garb, hypocriſy, whh all her invidious 
train ? 


_ Joſeph had now paſs'd the declivity 
of the mountain, With extended arms 
he advances towards his brethren ; 
ſmiles of affection fit- on his placid 
brow. He approaches to embrace 
them, but with malignant force they re- 


pel the tender effort,—A traveller paſs 


ſes through a delightful country; on 
either ſide he is charm'd with the riſing 
beauties of nature, but chiefly a luxu- 
riant proſpe& at a diſtance attrafts his 
ſight; he haſtens to attain it, and ar- 
rives at the enchanting ſpot ; at that 
moment, as his delighted ſoul imbibes 
the vernal pleaſure, a lion ruſhes from 
the covert of the. rock. Pale terror 

Q ſeizes 
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ſeizes the aſtoniſh'd victim. Thus the 
youth whoſe ſocial heart had long 
dwelt with rapture on the pleaſures of 
fraternal endearment, ſtands before his 
offended brethren mute with ſurprize 
and grief, He would demand the 
cauſe of ſuch auſterity, but his emo- 
tion ſuppreſſes the power of ſpeech. 


And now adiſtant murmur is heard 
among the many,—At, length they ar- 
ticulate, Revenge! Revenge -The 
infernal ſound reſounds through the 
deep caverns of the rock,—Reuben 
again attempts to ſpeak ; but as when 
contending winds ſever the briny bil- 
lows of the main, and to the angry 
ſkies lay bare the wonders of his dark 
domain, in vain the ſinking mariner 
exerts his plaintive yoice—it ſinks 
it dies amidſt the - noiſe of jarring 
— with fruitleſs ar- 
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dor, the firſt born of Jacob long 
ſought the attention of his enrag'd bre- 
thren.— At length the impatient cla- 
mour ceas d, and he again attempted to 
ſoothe their raging paſſion, What fa- 
tal madneſs, O my brethren ! ſaid he, 
has ſeduc'd your better reaſon and will 
more benign ?— What infernal power 
has inſpir d thoſe hearts where once fra- 
ternal tenderneſs reſided ?—ls there 
not room enough for us in Iſrael's 
love? —Tiue, he. with fond affeRion 
beholds our youthful brother—the 
child of his age—the ſad memento of 
his lamented Rachel.—But are we then 
leſs belov'd by him ?—No, my bre- 
_ thren; we are all dear to him who gave 
us life, Forget thoſe baſe ſuſpicions, 
and again embrace the unoffending 
youth, See, he ſtands abſorpt in an- 
guiſh ;' your unkindneſs wounds his 
| foul, 


Q 2 Joſeph 
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- Joſeph now proſtrates himſelf on 
the ground. With a countenance o'er- 
charg d with forrow, he looks up to his 
| malignant ſoes. He ſpeaks. 
Oh! fay in what have 1 offended ?— 
Name but my crime, and penitence 
ſhall ſucceed the unremember'd deed, 
But Oh! theſe frowns I cannot bear, 
Your -unkind reproaches are worſe 
than death, 


| Iffachar interrupted the perſuaſive 
addreſs Peace, ſaid he, thou ambi- 
tious boy! nor with thy ſpecious plead- 
ings think longer to amuſe us.— Haſt 
thou forgot when the fair proſpett of 


ſuperior power charm'd thy noQturnal | 


fancy ? when, in the elevation of thy 
ſoul, thou ſaw'ſt the ſun, moon, and 
eleven of the attendant ſtars, bowing 1 in 
homage before thee ? 


And 
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And I remember well, ſaid Zebulon, 
when tir d with toil, his feeble limbs re- 
pos d within my tent, he (waking) told 
me of his dream. O' er fields of ri- 
pen d corn his imagination wander d, 
and to his aſpiring view preſented his 
ſheaf ſuperior to the reſt, which from 
our's receiv'd ſubmiffive homage,— 
Thus we perceive his daily ſchemes 
and nightly cares tend to dominion - 
over us.— What then remains but that 
we ſeize the happy moment to revenge 
' our wrongs ? 


Gad, with malignant purpoſe, aroſe 


to addreſs the envious allembly— 


Where is now, ſaid he, the bravery 
which ever mark'd the offspring of 
Jacob ?—Shall we ſuffer the ſweet, the 
important hour, to paſs us unimprov'd ? 
Les, wewillſubmit to this futile iord ; 
ve will be his ſlaves. —Ah! ſtart ye at 

the 


656) 
the idea ) — Then what remains? Hig 
death alone ſecures our liberty.— He 


| bleeds, my brethren—the' —__ 
bleeds. 14 if 


He ſpake, but n none * reply. 
As if aſtoniſh'd at each other's perfidy, 
they ſtood mute,——'Twas dreadful 
filence.-—Scarcely were the ſounds of 
reſpiration heard by the attentive car, 
Near them ſtood, in awful ſuſpence, 
thoſe celeſtial beings, who by divine 
appointment were the inviſible atten- 
dants of the houſholds of Iſrael.— 
Grief and anxiety appear'd in each ra- 
diant face,—A horrid thrilling ſhook 
their angelic frames, and the reſplen- 
dent ſpear trembled within each agi - 
tated hand. 


Gad at length reſum'd —Why this 


unſtedfaſt pauſe : Want ye ſtill cou- 
rage 


— , 


FEEFS Sm, =- 


8 oa Kh oi ei1£i.ccz=qu 


— 
©O 
— 


6 


( 127 ) 


rage to affix the heroic purpoſe of your 
ſouls ?- What is there ſo dreadful in 
the thought ? We will dip that party- 
colour'd robe in the crimſon gore, and 
to our father preſent the ſymbol of his 
partial love. Our well feign'd- tale 
ſhall amuſe his ear, and the bold deed 
be known to us alone,—Sudden, by 
one accurs'd impulſe led, they cry una- 
nimous, He dies! he dies! | 


Now earth'trembled to hos centre ; 
the aſtoniſh'd ſun, retir'd behind an 
opaque cloud, and the guardian ſpirits, 
veiling their celeſtial faces, flew up to 
Heaven, Wich a ſlow and ſolemn pace 
they mov'd along the etherial plain, 
and the black record laid before the 
ſanftuary of ErTzxnat Iusr10 
Enoah and Abdiel alone remain'd ; 
they ſtood on either ſide the guiltleſs 
Joſeph, who now, ariſing from the earth, 
| beheld 


FR 
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beheld, all ſelf-colleed, the effulgent 
ſteel.—FATHER or ALL, he ſaid, from 


' thee, the exhauſtleſs ſource of being, i 


derive exiſtence. Let me not ſink in 
annihilation, but may this vital ſpark 
for ever ſolace in thy love! 
And now they whet the glittering. 
knife; they prepare to ſeize the unre- 
fiſting victim, when Reuben again ad- 


dreſs'd them :—Ye know not, my de- 


luded brethren, what ye do.— Ah! 
have ye fatbom'd the depth of thoſe 
eternal horrors which will poſſeſs your 
guilty minds, ſhould ye accompliſh the 
accurs'd deed ?—Are ye prepar'd to 
brave the vengeance of offended Hea- 
ven ?-Ah! ſtain not your hands with 
blood——with an unoffending brother's 
blood. In yonder wilderneſs there is 


- pit obſcure and deep; depofit there, 
ye cruel men, the vittim of your ha- 


tred. 
Thy 
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The propoſal pleas'd the envious 
| band; and Judah replied, Thy unman- 
ly weakneſs is now apparent; the tears 
thou haſt betray'd are unfelt by us; 
but in compliance with thy timidity we 
affent. 


. . Joſeph now heard a ſentence worſe 


than inſtant death. With compos'd 


accent he again addrefs'd them, —If 
then, my brethren, ye ſeek my life, 
, why with difſembled mercy do ye pro- 
long my doom. Within this faithful 
boſom ſheathe your murd'rous weapon 
rather than execute your cruel purpoſe 
by a lingering fate. Strike then, my 
brethren! ftrike at once! and may the 
Etzxnar look not on your deed! 
may it be obliterated in'the fountain of 

mercy! ! — — 
Regardleſs of his melting voice, 
they ſtrip from his tender limbs the veſt 
R of 
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of various colours, which Iſrael's affec- 
tionate hand had preſented him; and 
tothe deſtin'd {pot compel the patient 
ſufferer, majeſtic in his woes Deep 
in the . thickeſt covert of a wood 
they find the tremendous gulph, o'er. 

wn with baneful weeds and many a 
rugged thorn,—Near its dank verge 
no ſhepherd leads his flock, nor tune. 
ful birds ſing on the adjacent ſpray ; 
but hid within the thorny brake the 
noxious reptile croaks, and penſive 
owls ſcream through the ſilent ſhade,— 
Enoah and Abdiel deſcended the abyls, 
and on their outſtretch'd wings ſuſ- 

tain d their belov'd charge, daſh'd head- 
long from the horrid brink. —A ſhout, 
which ſeem'd to pierce the offended 
{kies, burſt from the malignant multi- 
tude.—The gloomy foreſt, unus'd to 
human voice, reſounded the malicious 
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: Mean time Reuben had retir'd to a 
diſtant meadow ; he walk'd with pen- 
ſive ſtep, ruminating on the cruelty of 
his unfeeling brethren.—In every ruſt- 
ling breeze he hears their dreaded foot- 
ſteps ; in every ſound his imagination 
catches'the plaintive accents of the in- 
jur d Joſeph; impatiently he views 
the tardy ſon, and wiſhes for the friend- 
ly covert of the night, to releaſe the 
youthful ſufferer from the horrid pit.— 
Whilſt thus he mus'd on the humane 
deſign, the vengeful brethren were 
withdrawn to a ſhade of congregated 
palms; there, on the vernal turf, they 
ſpread thoſe refreſhments which Jo- 
ſeph, with fraternal kindneſs had con- 
vey'd, and with loud mirth fat down 
to the repaſt. Each on the fatal deed 
congratulating each, they paſs'd the 
joyous moments, till the bluſhing ſun 
ſtole down the flope of Heaven, and 
3 R 2 Hermon 


( 132) 


Hermon caſt I ſhadow oer 
the yale. 


Within that happy clime, where ſpi- 
cy groves - perpetually emit their fra. 
Trance to the ambient air, Hagar, 
when driven from her maſter's houſe, 
had repos'd her infant ſon, from whom, 
purſuant to divine prediftion, a nume- 
rous dene deſcended, invincible 


0 


wield the impetuous arrow from the 
| boy, or guide the untam d courſer o'er 


extended wilds, Of theſe, a part to 


commerce bent their view, and now 
their balmy treaſures bore to where 
the Nile heaves his redundant Wave,— 

They were {een by the degenerate race 


of Iſrael as they paſs'd within the li- 


wits of the diſtant horizon. Iſſachar, 


whoſe feet emulated the rapidity of the 


bounding hart, flew towards the mer · 


cantile | 
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cantile band. They perceiv'd bis ap- 
proach ; they ſuſpended their loaded 
camels, —-Some of the brethren re- 
pair'd to the wilderneſs, where, in the 
dark abyſs, the hapleſs ſufferer. re-' 
main d, magnanimous in grief. Al- 
ready he ſeem'd to have paſs'd the ter- 
reſtrial confines and to ſoar above the 
ſtars. With a calmneſs, which the 
conſciouſneſs of integrity could alone 
inſpire, he awaited the moment which 
ſhould cloſe his eyes in everlaſting 
peace, when the voices of his brethren. 
recalF'd, his attention back to earth. 
Haſtily they drew him, to the light, 
of day; they unfolded their cruel 
purpoſe ; no flattering view of mercy 
allur'd his hopes; he no longer ſought 
that pity which their ſquls knew not,— 
Silently he walk'd amidſt their ranks: 


fill erna love triumph'd in his be- 
nignant 


( 1234) 
nignant eye; it beam'd e on 


m cauſeleſs foes, 


[Rt $0 look d, in 8 Tur M AN 
ox Sorrows, when from Calvary's tra- 
gie height he interceded for his mur- 


derers. 


The Iſhmaelites, truck with the ami. 
able exterior of the ſon of Iſrael, de- 
liver'd for him the demanded price. 
He accompanied them acroſs the track- 
leſs deſert, and ſoon the tall cedars of 
Dothan receded from their fight — 
One tender glance he caſt on that lov d 
hill, whoſe blue top o' erlook'd the 
plain of Mamre; he ſaw the palms, 
whoſe buſhy heads ſhaded the paternal 
dwelling. The ſigh which ſoftly ſtole 
from his heaving breaſt 'was gentle as 
the breeze of evening; his penſive eye 
was moiſten'd, but he turn'd it, fraught 
vith pious fortitude towards the pity- 

ing 
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ing ſkies, and meekly wip'd the impendy 
ing tear. | 


Now was the aclightful hour when 
the earth no longer felt the fervent 
blaze of day, but receiv'd its rays, 
darted obliquely through the fields of 
air. Iſrael fat at the door of his tent, 
beneath a portico of intermingled 
branches, inhaling the refreſhing fra- 
grance of herbs and flowers. A myr- 
tle, planted by the hand of Joſeph, 
yielded its grateful incenſe ; and the 
devs of Heaven began to deſcend on 
the verdant paſtures. In ardent ex- 
pectation the fond parent number'd 
thoſe heavy hours which ſeparated him 
from the belov'd of his ſoul. Already 
his paternal cares foreboded ſome diſ- 
aſtrous cauſe of delay.—0 Iſrael! 
much enduring man ! what ſhall ſuſtain 


thy nde beneath the impending 
ſorrows? 


_—_ 
ſorrows ? The hour apprvaches when 
anguiſh inexpreſſible ſhall wring thy 
aged breaſt.In the anxiety of his ſoul, 
the patriarch exclaim'd, Why tarrieth 
the prop of my declining years ?— 
Wherefore, O Joſeph, art thou fo long 
abſent ? Hath ſome dire miſhap be- 
fallen thee ?—Haſten, O my ſon! to 
the arms of, thy father, who feels a 
thouſand apprehenfions for thy ſafety, 


- White yet the pathetft exclamation 
dung on the Tip of Tfrael, his fons re- 
ht from the field. I their bands 
they bore the raimemt of Joſeph, dipp'd 
in the blood of à kid They ap- 
proach'd their ayed parent, and Levi, 


preſenting the crimſon robe, began the 


horrific tale —Beholti O my father ! 


faid' he, the veſf in ven thy affec- 


tionate hand array d thy bel6v'd Jo- 
ſeph Ah! where is now our bro- 
ther? 
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ther ?—Doubtleſs he is ſlain by ſome 


ſerocious beaſt.— This fatal proof too 
vel declares the unwelcome truth $5 26: 


The — eye was fix gi immovea- 
bly on the crimſon garment.— As yet, 
no tear friendly to grief ſtood in the 
viſual orb—nor ſigh, the eloquence of 
woe, difturb'd the awful filence. Too 
well we perceive, O fire ! faid the inſi- 
dious Simeon, thou acknowledgeſt the 
garment of our lamented brother 
yet where is now the fortitude which 
entighten'd minds alone diſplay be- 
neath the preſſure of affliction ?—' 
Think; O my father thou haſt other 
ſons, who labour to aſſuage thy ſorrows 
—to tender thee the ſoothing aids of 
conſolation, —-*Tis the property of rea- 
ſon to ſufpend the force of fruitleſs woe, 
and mitigate thoſe evils which _ 

e 0 
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Thus ſpeciouſly. he ſpake, but Iſrael 
heard him not.— Abſorpt in anguiſh, 
he continued to gaze on the raiment of 
his ſon.— Thus, by the ſculptor's chi- 
ſel taught to mourn, the penſive ſtatue 
reclines over the marble urn. At 


length the venerable mourner aroſe; 


he folded his aged arms ;—he ex- 
claim d, Joſeph is no more. — He whoſe 
virtue, whoſe filial piety, .enlighten'd 
the gloom of my departing days, is torn 
from my tender embrace. My ſon is 
no more !—I will mourn for him till 
the ſhadows of death encompaſs me 
till this grief-worn frame ſhall mingle 
with the friendly duſt, 


Now enter'd the aged Miriam, whoſe | 


once auburn treſſes were filver'd by 
the hand of time; her forehead was 
impreſs'd by the furrows of age, but 
the mild domeſtic virtues ſhone in her 

ſerene 
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ferene countenance. Her faithful at- 
tachment to the houſhold of Jacob 
gave alacrity to her ſteps —She had 
followed the blooming Rachel from the 
land of her nativity, and on her faith- 
ful boſom the lovely mother reſign'd 
her lateſt breath in the vernal plains 
of Rama.—To thee, Miriam, ſhe ſaid, 
I confign my ſons. Be thou the guar- 
dian of their youth, and let thy friend- 
ly counſels ſoothe the ſorrowing part- 
ner of my ſoul.—She could no more. 
Ehe tender accents died on the pal- 
lid lip, and filence, eternal ſilence fol- 
low'd !—Then fell, O Iſrael ! all thy 
hopes of ſublunary bliſs ——On the 
bright ſunſhine of thy life was ſet the 
impenetrable cloud. —Miriam had en- 
graved on her heart the dying words of 
her belov'd miſtreſs. From that day 
ſhe had never ceas'd to watch with un- 
remitting care her youthful offspring ; 
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and now her feeble arm had ſupported 
the unſtable ſteps of the infant Benja- 
min, who had collected the choiceſt 
flowers of the parterre to form a chap. 
let for his brother Joſeph. At 


Soon the venerable domeſtic per- 


| n 

ceiv d che footiteps of miſery beneath J 

that roof ſo late the ſeat of peace and b. 
ſocial harmony; - nor long did ſhe re- y 
main, a ſtranger. to the fatal cauſe.— % 
Within her wither'd veins the purple g 
current inſtantaneous ſtopp'd ;, her be- | 
nignant heart no longer beat; ſhe ſunk, a 
bereft of life, and the angel of death a 
receiy'd her virtuous ſpirit —Now, diſ- ſo 
incumber'd from the mortal frame, no 8 
more ſhe felt the infirmities of age ;— a 

with renovated youth ſhe ſprung ; ſhe + 

* ſought the etherial way. The ſeraphic 65 
attendant on her flight conducted the * 


: pure ſoul to the orb where the faithful 
| N 


(144) 
areplac'd in everlaſting felicity :—from, 
the confines of that ſphere, the immor- 
tals beheld her approach ;—inſpir'd 
vith divine tranſport, they ſung, 


Rejoice, thou Heaven, and ye innu- 
mergus orbs, for a mortal has put on 
immortality! an inhabitant of earth 
becomes the inberitor of Heaven 
We hail thee, fiſtet of light We 
congratulate thy entrance into the re- 
gions of everlaſting repoſe . Thou 
| ſhalt no more feel the approaches of 
age; ſorrow and pain enter not theſe 
manſions of felicity ;—here the pre- 
ſence of the Ex EAN AL diffuſes an un- 
unclouded day. Whilſt thouſands and 
tens of thouſands of extinguiſh d ſuns 
ſink into oblivion, and all the 
ſyſtems be annihilated, thou ſhalt ſur- 
wag] renew'd in youth ; nor ſhall thy 

newly 
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newly acquir'd happineſsdecay, but fil; 


bloom on from bliſs to bus, through 


1285 * ages. 


Myriads of "OE: kw now 100 
near to hail the new poſſeſſor of immor- 
tality. Rachel folded in a celeſtial 
embrace her belov'd Miriam. Wel- 
come, ſaid ſhe, thou virtuous ſpirit, to 
theſe” ſeats of divine tranquillity. I 
have ſeen with what tender ſolicitude 
thou haſt guarded thoſe who are dear 
to me on earth.—For this I have viſi- 
ted the peaceful plains of Mamre at 
noon or ſilent eve; beheld thy pious 
efforts to inſpire thy youthful charge 
with a reverence of virtue.—I have 
been thy inviſible attendant in the thick 
grove, and heard thee in friendly ac. 
cents repeat my name.—Our belov'd 
Joſeph yetlives beneath the love of the 
SUeREME ; for know, thou new inha- 
bitant 


(6143) 


bitant of the ſkies, what mortals deem, 
affliction,are often bleſſings ſent by Di- 
vine BENEFICENCE, to correct the, 
bias of the human heart, and form it 
for felicity,—But ſee'ſt thou not, my 
immortal friend, how every object 
around contributes to thy bliſs ?——, 
yet thele are but the dawnings of eter- 
nal day.—Lead, O ye ſeraphs, to the 
refulgent preſence of our Gop.——: 
Veil'd in light ineffable, thou ſhalt, 
my dear Miriam! behold Him who; 
created thee; who endow'd us with ca- 
pacities for the enjoyment of himſelf. 
— There thou ſhalt imbibe the fulneſs 
of joy ;—thou ſhall diflolve in extatic 
tranſports of love and gratitude. 


And now Taz Sins or ALL, atten- 
tive ever to his ſuffering friends, bade 
Ethol deſcend to the plain of Mamre, 
there, to diffuſe celeſtial conſolation to, 
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the afflicted foil of Iſrael.—Obedient 


to divine command the feraph flew 
- amidſt unnumber'd worlds. He ſought 
to conceal” bis effulgence, which was 
tao dazzling for mortal fight, and ar- 
riving at the limits of that fluid which 
encompaſſes the globe, he mingled with 
_ adorn'd with flowers and herbs, emitted 
from her fragrant boſom ; theſe con- 
dens d by the coolneſs of the nocturnal 
bour, had form'd a lucid cloud, in 
which the celeftial ved bis beaming 


Ifrael had und Wen 


now no longer enlivem d by the amia- 


ble converſe of his belov'd Joſeph. 
Forgetful of his fate, he feems to hear 
his melodious voice in the diſtant ſhade. 
— Heflarts—he looks around with im- 


_ EIT Ah! too ſoon bis 
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bleeding memory revives the horrid 


tale.— Again he fixes his mournful eye 
on the ground, and with ſadden'd ſteps 
walks beneath the palms which ſur. 
round his once tranquil abode.—Some« 
times, with a profound ſigh, he would 
look towards the ſpangled firmament; 


the azure. concave glow'd with re- 
ſplendent orbs, but he ſaw not the efful- 


gent ſcene ; every faculty was abſorpt 
in woe. What innumerable ſorrows, 
he cried, are crowded. in the narrow 


| ſpan of human life If this be all of 


man's exiſtence, happy the tender babe 
who. ſcarcely opes his feeble eye-lids 
on the ligh ' c'er they are clos'd in per- 


petual night But wretched he who. 
is deſtin d to ſuſtain the tedious weight 
of fourſcore years!—Alas ! what bit- 
ter moments muſt he count !—how oft 
repeat the lengthen d tale of human 
—__ Did the Oun IPOTENT then 
T 


give 


(x6) 
give to man his wond'rous faculties but 
to augment the fenſe of woe ?—=Ah, 
foT-the foul recoils at the idea !—He 


has beſtow'd on us capacities for hap. 
pineſs but in what ſtate to be en- 
joy d Is the bright mind deſigu d 
for annihilation with its clay ? or, of a 
purer eſſence form'd, returns to its 
Drvins CREATOR Pa Why in dark 
clouds of vague conjefture is the im- 
* 3 


— — 
felt the approach of the celeftial hie- 
rarch: the gentle zephyrs wav'd a 
ſoſter gale; the diſtant fountain flow'd 
in harmonious murmurs; IIrael felt his 
 forrows lighten d, and ſerenity diffus d 
through his powers: he was near a lit- 
tle arbour of jeſſamine, where be had 
| 1 been en 5 ng 
| . converſe 
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converſe af his lamented Joſeph. 4 
tender melancholy, which he ſought to 
indulge, led him to the charming re- 
ceſs; he reclin d on the ground, and a 
gentle ſlumber inſenſibly clos d his op- 
preſs'd eye · lid: Whilſt the animal 
frame of Jacob was refreſh'd by invi- 
gorating fleep, the Immortal led his vi- 
tal fpirit through the atmoſphere, and 
paſſing myriads of reſplendent ſpheres, 
they arrive at thoſe placid regions al- 
lotted for the reception of virtuous 
minds, when releas d from their vehi- 
eles of clay: there the patriarch he: 
held the progenitors of his race Abra · 
ham, whoſe immortal braws were en- 
circled by divine radiance, and Sarah, 
mare beautiful than when her mortal 
charms enkindled a tender palin: a 
_ heart of Majeſty. | 
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| ' Whilſt, with extatic feelings, he bes 
held the illuſtrious race of beings glori- 
fied, his belov'd Rachel approach'd 
him, fluſh'd with eternal youth, —Tears 
of tranſport fell from the eyes of Iſrael ; 
—he eſlays to ſpeak, yet feels himſelf 
unable to expreſs the rapt'rous eleva- 
tion of his ſoul ! The lovely form thus, 
with ineffable ſmiles, addreſs d him: 
O thou! whoſe tenderneſs endear'd to 
me yonder ſublunary ſcenes —Partner 
of all my cartbly bliſs ! with reluQtance 
my ſoul, yet ignorant of celeſtial joys, 
quitted thy belov'd ſociety, when the 
hand of death ſeparated it from its 
duſt, in the green plains of Rama. 
Thou lean'ſt, abſorpt in anguiſh, o'er 
the dying frame; thou ſaw'ſt it fink 
into diſſolution, and in thy affeQionate 
arms preſs'd the lifeleſs clay. From 
the incumbrances of fleſh releas'd, near 
| thee I ſtood, nor thought of Heaven, 
nor 


(19) 

nor of my flight to diſtant worlds 
ſtill loth from thee to ſeparate. An im- 
material being, as I myſelf was now 
become, approach'd.—Siſter, it ſaid, 
why lingereſt thou here ?—Thou art 
now an immortal ſpirit, aerial and pure 
as one of us, no more oppreſs d by pe- 
riſhable duſt. —Yon fields of ſpace of- 
fer their wonders to thy view;—Eter- 
| nity and bliſs are all thy own !-—In- 
ſtant I tried my newly acquir'd powers; 
I was lighter than the air which before 
I breath'd; I flew with the benignant 
ſpirit to thoſe ſcenes of bliſs, whoſe 
leaſt delight exceeds earth's moſt ex- 
alted joys.—O my belov'd! thou ſeeſt 
the human ſoul is deſtin'd to ſurvive its 
feeble tenement of earth. - Why then 
gliſtens in thine eye the tear of grief? 
Why with penſive fighs heaves thing 
afflicted boſom ?—Yer but a little, and 
the ſhadows diſappear ; the dawn of 
* everlaſting 
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O Iſrael | ſupremely happy they, who 
tread the tranquil paths of virtue; ans 
gels themſelves delight to hover around 
their ſacred dwellings ; and precious 
in the ETzxxa.'s ſight are the ſighs of 
ſuffering innocence, — Thou mult naw 
return to the earth, there to reſide till 
the counſels of the Hie are ful. 
filled ; then will I await the hour when 
death ſhall cloſe thine eyes: I will cons 
du thy gentle ſpirit to theſe feats of 
undifturb'd folicity.— She ceas'd, but 
- her voice, ſoſt as the muſic of the 
ſpheres, till founded in the ears of the 
enraptur'd patriarch. Whilſt be in vain 
fought the power of utterance, the 
lovely viſion glided from his ſight, and 
thg, feraph Ethol 5 * o 
*. | 


- Tacab, refreſh'd by his ſlumbers, 
awoke His ſorrows were compos d, 
and 


everlaſting day breaks forth, Happy, 
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and a fweet tranquillity thrill 'd throtigh 
his frame. O iminortality ! he cried, 
how tranſporting is the view thou open- 
_ eſt to the entaptur d ſoul ! Thy nearer 
proſpett yields a joy beyond what earth 
affords.—I hall again behold my la- 
mented Rachel; we thall be reunited | 
beyond the power of death to ſeparate 
us.—The fon 1 now deplore ſhall be 
reſtor d to my longitig fight 3 my Jo- 
feph I again ſhall meet. Enlightend 
by divine conviction I will ſuſpend my 
griefs the days of mortality ſhalt 
glide away like the rapid ſtream, and 
an ans Pac bliſs ſucceed. 2 


| Tothe firſt emotionsof paternal b, 
row ſucceeded a | penſtve calm in dh 
wounded breaſt of Iſrael. He 
flected on the fate which had-torm: 
beloy'd Jofeph from his entlearments 3 
but all rofign'd, ok d upto Heaven 


1. | 8 


(1a) 
finiling amidſt reſiſileſa tears — So 
often in evening declination looks the 
fun, when his horizontal rays pervade 
thoſe watry columns which are drawn 
from the briny ocean. Nature, 
through all her works obeys thy will, he 
cried, GAEAT SOVEREIGN OF THE 
Univezss Shall man alone rebel? 
— Shall: he repine at thy decrees who 
| ſees thy wiſdom ſhine through all? 
Does yonder daiſy lift its beamy head 
till firſt thy breath diſpels the wintry 
froſt ?-nor doth the ſmalleſt leaf, 
ſhook by autumnal winds, reſign its pa- 
rent branch-unſeen by, thee. Not 
chance condutts this mortal ſcene, but 


wiſdom infinite—wiſdom combin'd with 
love ;—whence then the fruitleſs tear 
the ſtubborn ſigh. Be all thy diſpenſa- 
tions, Loxp, obey'd by me—by all.— 
Let no diſcordant voice diſturb the 
| harmony: which reigns throughout all 
_— On 
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On a day conſecrated by the mourns., 
ful parent to the remembrance of his 
belov'd Joſeph, he had ſummon'd his 
children to the bower, where a ſocial . 
feaſt awaited;—them he welcom'd with 
cordial tenderneſs, but none durſt meet 
his eye; — though mild and beaming 
love, to them it ſeem'd ſevere,and every 
glance they fear d would penetrate the 
horrid ſecret of their ſouls. —In ſilence. 
they ſat around;—the artleſs tale, which 
was wont to enliven every fraternal. 
meeting, was not heard ;—cheerleſs and 
ſad appear'd thoſe ſcenes. where once 
feſtivity expanded her guiltleſs wing: 
ſometimes they ſought to awaken a faint, 
dawn of mirth ; but, like a tender exo- 
tic, that, wreſtetl from its native ſoil, 

mocks the exertion of the floriſt's care, 
the tranſient flaſh expires, and gloomy: 
melancholy reſumes her power.—Ja- 
cob imagin'd he beheld thoſe emotions 
U of 
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of fraternal ſorrow with which he was at 
oncepain'dand delighted. —How amia- 
ble, he exclaim'd, my children, is this 
tenderneſs l The penſive look, the 
ſtruggling figh, more eloquent than 
words, evince your affection for a la- 
mented brother: your grief endears 
you in my eye; but O my ſons! whilſt 
we indulge the tender feelings of the 
heart, let us not forget ſubmiſſion to the 
will of H11 who governs all events. 
Shall not the Divine Besrower or 
Lirx refume the boon when it ſeems 
good to his unerring view ?—Attend 
me, I entreat, to yonder wood, where 
mournful cypreſs waves its fable top, 
A fad, yet pleaſing taſk awaits, 


Slowly they aroſe, and follow'd their 
fire, who ſoon attain'd the awful ſpot. 
— Two ancient yews, whoſe branches 
had intermingled with each other, ſepa- 

rated 


(135) 
rated for their entrance ;—through a 


narrow avenue of overſhadowing 
boughs, they penetrated the centre of 
the wood ;— nature, who with ſportive 
hand promiſcuoufly had mingled fra- 
grant woodbine with rugged thorn, and 
taught the roſe to bluſh unſeen beneath | 
the cedar's ample ſhade, had here re- 
ſtrain d her wild luxuriance. -A ver- 
dant circus was preſented to their view: 
— Jacob had here planted the cypreſs, 
emblematical of grief ;—its duſky 
branches mingling with the trees, ſhed 
around a deeper gloom.— In the midſt 
of this receſs was a graſſy mound 
bounded by flexile witlows, o'er which 
an odorous myrtle extended its fthade 
and ſhed its fragrant blofſoms.—You 
behold, my children, faid the patriarch, 
the lutle monument which TI have raiſed 
to the memory of Joſeph. Though his 
tender limbs have fatiated the fury of 
3 ravenous 
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ravenous beaſts, here we can aſſemble 
oft as the year renews the mournful 
day, and commemorate his fate, 
Here, uninterrupted by the voice of 
mirth, we may indulge our ſorrowful 
feelings, and drop a tender tear ; nor 
ſhall the Gop or Naturs diſapprove 
the amiable emotion; —he has not 
given us affeQtions to be ſuppreſs'd ; 
nor may the efforts of cold philoſophy 
amp the ardor of the ſocial heart 
exceſs-alone makes ſorrow criminal.— 
Often as ſpring bedecks the meadows 
with opening buds, we will ſpread cur 
flow'ry garlands o'er the tomb ;—the 
aſcending fragrance ſhall remind us of 
Joſeph's virtues we will enumerate 
each perfection of his ſpotleſs mind, 
till, emulative, we adopt the fair exam- 
ple nor hoary age ſhall bluſh to ob- 
tain improvement from the inſtruftive 
| * * the . human 
frame 
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O my ſons! that virtue never dies 
even from the icy bed of death it 
blooms a ſweet perfume to Heaven, 


Iſrael ceas'd to ſpeak, and, oppreſs'd 
by his feelings, hid his venerable coun- 
tenance within his mantle, Dinah, 
taking from her head, a wreath of jeſ- 
ſamin, laid it on the moſſy hillock ; 


which profuſely deck'd the ground, 
ſcatter'd them around; then both re- 
clining over it, mingled tears of inno« 
cence.-—Reſt here, ſaid the weeping 


maid, ye early dews ; and ſhow'rs dif. 
til your kindly drops. -Open your 
ſtores, ſweet ſpring ! on this lov'd ſpot 


to pour your painted treaſures, —Joſeph 
is no more, Never ſhall I ſee again the 
companion of my youthful hours.— 
Mourn honour, truth, and reQitude, 
10 for 


frame moulders within the earth, know, | 


and Benjamin gathering the flow'rs* 
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for Joſeph was your own ;—you took 
him e er the lamp of reafon dawn'd, 
and breath'd your influence on his 
ſoul, * 

Whilſt thus ſhe utter'd the pathetic 
ſoliloquy, the brethren, pale and trem- 
bling, remain'd far diſtant from the ſa- 
cred mound ;—none durſt approach it; 
they ſtood with their downcaſt eyes 
fix'd to the earth; — unable longer to 
contemplate a ſcene which awaken'd 
every fentiment of remorſe, they were 
fill'd with unutterable anguiſh, and one 
by one withdrew,— Jacob was left with 
the afteQtionate Dinah, and the laſt re- 
maining offspring of bis belov'd Ra- 
chel ;-—penſively he walk'd, abſorpt in 
thoſe meditations which evade the de- 
ſeriptive pen.— It is thus that, anima- 
ted by the glorious light of immorta- 
lity, a Chriſtian furveys the —_— 

| 0 
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of thoſe he loves Nature recoils, but 
faith victorious triumphs o'er the grave, 
and ſubdues each mortal frailty. 


Aſher had quitted the path which led 
to his dwelling, and retir'd to a ſequeſ- 
ter'd ſhade.— Ah! whither, he cried, 
can I go ?-- Whither ſhall my wretched 
footſteps wander ?—Durſt 1 return to 
the tent where my ſmiling infants with | 
their mother await my return ?—Ab, | 
no- that is the abode of innocence z 
— ſhall guilt and treachery enter there? 
—Wretch that 1 am, what ſcene ſo 
tranquil can afford me peace ?—l wilt 
ſeek the caverns where the griſly mon- 
ſters of the deſert roar ;—with them 1 
will aſſociate, myſelf more brutal far 
than they, ——As thus his terrific ac- 
cents pierc'd the air, Napthali ap- 
proach'd him from a thicket, where, ac- 
tuated by fimilar remorſe, he had ſought 


4 con- 
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ebntealment. O Aſher! he exclaim'd, 


my unhappy brother !—Yet why pro- 
fane I that endearing name ?—lt be- 
longs not to us, the treacherous be- 
trayers of Joſeph. Nature diſclaims 


us; — ve have broken all her ties ;—we 


are not her children ;—ſhe knows us 


not. What anguiſh. has our inbuma- 


nity planted in the breaſt of Iſrael ?— 
yet what are his feelings compar'd to 


thoſe-which wring our guilty ſouls, — 


Even the painful emotions of a virtuous 
mind are accompanied by felicity 
which vice knows not in her moſt joy- 
ous moments. Were thoſe ſhining 
orbs which glitter in yon ſky, and all 
their radiant glories mine, with rapture 
would I quit the ſplendid treaſure to be 
poſſeſs d of one ſuch ſweet ſenſation as 
inſpir'd our ſiſter when in tender ſtrains 
ſhe mourn'd the victim of our hatred. 
—O Aſher! when once the rancor- 
2 | ous 
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ous breaſt indulges the latent ſpark ma- 
lign, who can declare how far the bane- 


ful influence will extend? Why did 
we envy Joſeph? —What had he done? 


Reply thyſelf to that tormenting 
thought, return'd he furiouſly.ä— His 
merit is our condemnation ;—had he 
been leſs amiable, we had been leſs 
guilty.—But could not ourfathermourn 
this ſon, without our being the forc'd 
ſpeQators of his ſorrow ?—Why did he 
call us to the wood ?—he might have 
breath'd his plaintive moans a 
Fain would I filence the awaken'd 
nitor within, and again lull it into reſt 
— What opiate ſhall I find ?—none ;—' 
the whole creation yields not ſuch a 
power. May ſhadows, dark as was our 
deed, reſt on the fatal day when unat- 


tended he ſought us in Dothan! But 
* for 


{ 162 ) 
for that fatal opportunity our hatred 
had nel er blaz'd to the deteſted deed, 


| Vairlly thou tmaghneſt, rephed Nap- 

thali,that opportunity matur'd the black 
defign, or that our rancour had ex- 
pir'd, Ie ſome glimm Ting flatiie de- 
priv'd of ar. Ah, no- The ſeeds 
of vice once fown within the heart, die 
not hut by Yepetance ;=cach day the 
malignant paſſion, titreſtrain d, acquir d 
new ftrength, tl it deſtroy d our inno- 
cence and peace. Thus an infant, with 
unfufpicious care, nurttires the ſpeckled 
make; —pleas d with its variegated 
beauty, he receives it an immate of his 


breaft,nor feels til late che dendiy ting. 


As thus they utter d accems of bit- 
tereſt remorſe, unmindful of the way, 
they had regain'd'the path which lends 
to the patriarchal dwellings.— The 
guiltleſs 


( 63) 
guiltleſa family of Aſher had long ex- 
pefted his return :—tyo lovely boys, 
once the fand objets of his care, urg'd 
by their anxious mother, had wander'd 
forih tomeet their abſentfire; they paſs d 
the ſilent paſtures, and ſoon within the 
limits of the lawn perceiv d their father, 
Joy animated their feeble limbs ;w+ 
they ran towards him, and hanging on 
his neck, expreſs d their artlels tranſ- 
ports. He ſtarts as from a dreadful 
dream; and looking ſternly on his liſp- 
ing innocents, burſts from their tender 
arms, and takes a diſtant road.—The 
affrighted pair run trembling to the cat- 
tage, and acquaint their mother. 
Amaz d, yet unable to ſuggeſt the cauſe 
of ſuch diſquietude, ſhe quits the peace · 
ful abode, and with diſurder d air, tra» 
verſes the dewy plain. 


X a Mean 


(164) 


- Mean time the amiable mourners 


had return'd-to the paternal bower : 

penſive, yet tranquil, they appear'd ;— 
the look ſerene, the mien compos'd, 
yet ſad, evinc'd. a heart where virtu- 
ous ſenſibility and fortitude, the effect 
of confidence in Heaven, -exerted mu- 
tual ſway, The plaintive moans of 
Zenah reach'd the ear of the compal- 
ſionate maiden,—Attentive ever to the 
voice of woe, ſhe flew to offer the 
ſoothing aid of comfort to the unhap- 
Py.—Surpriz'd, ſhe found the diſconſo- 
late wife of Aſher, wandering with un- 


certain ſtep acroſs the moon-light plain, 
— What, O my gentle ſiſter ! ſhe ex- 


claim'd, calls thee from thy ſweet do- 
meſtic taſk at this unuſual hour ?—Ah! 
cheerleſs and alone;—Why thoſe diſhe- 
vell'd treſſes and eyes bath'd in tears? 
— Make not thy Dinah a ſtranger to 

thy 
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thy grief, O beſt of ſiſters! re- 
turn'd the afflicted Zenah, direct me, 
if thou can'ſt, to find the unhappy 
Aſher.— He is departed from: himſelf; 
—-no more paternal ſmiles gild hisbrow; 
frowns and unkindneſs have uſurp'd 
the place of tenderneſs and love: - 
even now he roams, far diſtant from 
his home, like ſome ſad being in whom 
reaſon has retir'd from her throne, —— 
Dinah, tenderly embracing her, weep- 
ing, replied, Behold, my dear Zenah | 
a ſharer in thy ſorrow, —Yes,. I ſympa- 
thize with thee - But perhaps grief for 
our lamented brother occaſions this un- 
| uſual condu ;—yet ſorrow mellows 
the ruthleſs heart. Anger and un- 
kindneſs are not the ſymptoms of a 
mind oppreſs'd by tender ſorrows. 
Whatever be- the cauſe let us conceal _ 
it from our father's ear; pierc'd as he 


* 


(466) 


is with woe, this new misfortune would 
almoſt quench the lamp of life. 


Whilſt the thus ſpake, Reuben ad- 
manly brow been clouded with melan- 
choly.—-Zenah awaited not his ap» 
| proach; ſhe flew towards him, and im- 
patiently enquir'd tidings of her Amer. 
— Calm, he replied, thoſe fears thy 
tenderneſs ſuggeſts. —Pity, O Zenab ! 


the wretched Aſher he is a ſtranger 


to repoſe, Be it thy care to ſooth his 
anxiety ; yet ſeek not with fruitleſs 
curioſity to explore a ſecret which 
perhaps ill ſuits thy gentle ear. Leave 
him to Heaven, and enjoy that peace 
which conſcious virtue yields. This 
moment I beheld him, with haſty 


ſep, enter thy abode.—-Zenab, whoſe 


countenance inſtantly brighten'd into 
Th (miles of joy, adjuſted her diſorder d 
| 1 
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air, and affuming a look of ſweemels, 
return d impatiently to the oottage. 


Reuben ſought not the gentle aid of 
ſleep ; but purſuing his ſolitary walk, 
viſited the dwellings of his other bre- 
thren :—in thoſe once tranquil abodes 
he diſcovered the traces of horror and 
deſpair.— Some he found mournfully 
muſing in a fequeſter'd part of the 
cheerleſs manſion, regardleſs of the 
pleaſing prattle of an infant train 
Cthers reclin'd ſleepleſs on their couch, 
the prey of anguiſh inſupportable.— 
Awaken'd conſcience ſhed around its 
dreadful terrors; for tranſient is the 
lethargy of fin in minds not wholly loſt 
to virtue's ſacred power, Reuben, who 
had not ceas d to regard with affection 
the youthful Joleph, felt the bitterneſs 
of remorſe for his guilty puſillanimity ; 

—his 


(168 ) 


lis tears mingled with the- falling 
dews; and his ſighs diſturb'd the filence 
of the night, 


” - 


- _ 


PHE houſe. of Potipbar was the 
aſylum which Heaven had ap- 
pointed for the reception of the youth- 
ful Hebrew ;—there no galling fetters 
awaited his tender limbs, no unkind 
menaces accoſted his ear; but ſoft com- 
paſſion breath'd her gentle whiſpers, 
and pity pour'd alenient balm o'er his 
ſorrows.—Impreſs d with every ami- 
Y able 


( 170 } 


_ able fechng of bumanity, the heart of 


the benevolent Egyptian ſoon became 
inſpir d with affection towards his pati- 
ent ſlave ;—<-he beholds him with ten- 
derneſs; he weeps o'er his injuries: 
often he hears him recount the plea- 
ſures of his youth, the ſimplicity of the 

ral life, and the arileſs manners of 
the ſhepherds —He liſtens to his tales 
of engaging innocence whilſt the ſilver 
moon purſues her filent journey through 
the Heavens, nor heeds the lapſe of 
time, till ſmiling in the eaſt Aurora opes 


the roſy gates of morn, 


on a delightful evening, as the devs. 


foftly-alighted on the tender graſs, and 
the golden rays of the ſun were rece- 
ding from the ſummits of the tall groves; 
hen high in air the tuneful lark was 
warbling her laſt ſong to the departing 
day, Potiphar, +492 by friendſhip's 


ſweeteſt 


r 


(14) ; 
ſueeteſt impulſe, walk d forth into the 
fields to meet the faithful Joſeph re- 
turning from his rural labour :—he 
perceiv'd him approaching; fidelity and 
gratitude had inſpir'd his tranquil coun · 
tenance.—Let us repoſe, ſaid the ge- 
nerous maſter, beneath this umbrage - 
ous ſhade: the beams of light retire, 
the ſtars deck the ethereal arch ; Iam 
impatient to hear the relation you yeſ- 
ternight began ;—go on beloy'd youth, 
rehearſe the ſtory of thy wrongs; I 
am intereſted in the affecting recital ; 
my heart ſympathizes in thy ſufferings. 


Joſeph, with complacent loaks, re- 
plied, Though painful the taſk; I will 
reſume my ſad: narrative,—QOften has 
thine ear, my kindeſt benefaQor, heard 
my delighted tongue dwell on the fe- 
licity of my earlieſt days. Thou haſt 
heard. me ſpeak of Iſrael's tender- 

Y 2 nels, 


. ( 172) | 
neſs of Benjamin's endearments,—. 
nor till the hour which beheld me forc'd 
from my native country, had I expe- 
rienc'd the cruelty of my brethren ;— 
then did I caſt a wiſhful look on Mam- 
re; I look'd for ſome pitying band, 
but there was none.——As I follow'd, 
with reluctant ſteps, the merchants who 
were now the maſters of my fate, I caſt 
a parting glance on my unfeeling bre- 
thren; joy animated their faces; and 
when at a diſtance from Dothan's 
flow'ry plain, their chearful ſhouts 
pierc'd my car. —O Iſrael! I ex. 
claim'd, how will thine affectionate 
breaſt ſuſtain the recital of thy Joſeph's 
ſufferings.— Ah ! may'ſt thou never 
know them! But rather ſuppoſe he 
fleeps in the peaceful boſom of the 
earth.——Ye hills of Canaan! never 
ſhall I again climb your verdant fides. 
* ye rocks! on whoſe craggy 
| ſummits 


(173) , 
ſummits I have hail'd the riſing morn, 
—Ah! who my flocks ſhall lead you 
to the limpid ſtream, or explore for 
you the fragrant herbage ?!—I go to a 
far diſtant land, where no kind father 
dwells, no infant brother runs . with 
tott'ring ſtep to welcome my return. 


The merchants, by a thouſand tender 
aſſiduities, ſought to alleviate my for- 
rows; to eraſe from my memory all 
traces of my wrongs ; but the idea of 
my venerable parent deploring my ab- 
ſence, haunted my imagination, and 
ſhook the fortitude which the cruelty of 
my brethren had been unable to do.— 
I thought I beheld him tearing thoſe 
filver locks which are whiter than the 
ſnow-crown'd top of Caucaſus ;—I 
heard him vent his unavailing ſorrows 
to the pitying gales, and making the 
woods of Mamre reverberate the name 
3 of 


| 


( 274) 
of his lamented Joſeph. — You haveſeen 
in the moments preceding a tempeſt 


the powers of nature ſuſpended in a 
dead calm, ere the awakening Gorm 


"pours out its fury; the face of Hea - 


| ven is obſcur'd by congregated clouds; 


the filent winds at diſtance fleep ; not 


a breeze diſturbs the duſky lake; even 
the aſpin ceaſes its tremulous motion; 
the growhng ſtorm is heard at a diſ- 
' tance through the ſadden d foreſt; ag 
it approaches nearer, the cedars bend 
their lofty tops; the riſing whirlwind 
roars. through the arch of Heaven; 
the rivers, ſwoln by impetuous cata» 
rats, ruſh o'er all the delug'd plain, 
and ſweep the devoted hamlet from 
its baſe.-—-Thus the grief which was 
too great for utterance, long rankled 
within my breaſt; the attentive ear 
heard not my ſighs; no tears bedew'd 
my Cheek; I walk abſorpt in melan- 
EG choly; 
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choly ; I ſaw not the tupendous moun- 
tains on either ſide, nor regarded thofe 
majeſtic woods which are oeval with the 
earth ; and now the night had wrapp'd 
the earth im a pleaſing gloom (for in 
that pure ſky che luſtre of the Heavenly 
| bodies is never obſcured, but innume- 
rabte hoſts of ſtars are ever ſeen glow- 
ing in the fields of azure). The mer 
chants repos d on the banks of a river; 
they releas'd their loaded damels, and 
prepar d a genial repaſt.—I retir'd'from 
the feſtive company to indulge my for- 
rows; the planetary orbs were reflected 
in the waters. Through a chaſm of the 
mountains I could perdeive the hills of 
Canaan ſtill above the horizon. 1 
faw their lofty ſummits illuminated by 
the mild radiance of the moon. — Ah 
I cried! my belov'd land, muſt I no 
more revilit m_ Mamre, in whoſe 


tranquil 


"6 
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tranquil bowers my happy youth was 
. paſs'd in innocence and bliſs, farewell! 
I ſhall no more lead my flocks along 
thy flow'ry plain; I ſhall no more 
chant my careleſs lays: beneath your 
ſhade, ye pines The ſmiling Benja- 
min in vain expects my return ;—my 
' father will no more fold me in his arms. 
Should I now, aided by the ſhade of 
night, endeavour to return, whether 
could my hapleſs footſteps wander? I 
can never explore the trackleſs deſert ; 
the monſters of the wild would ob- 
firut my flight; I never ſhall behold 
againthe bowersof peace. —I caſt myſelf 
on the dewy earth; loud ſighs rent my 
boſom. In the violence of my deſpairl 
graſp'd the ſpangled verdure; I wiſh'd 
myſelf within the boſom of the deep. 
—— To what purpoſe, I exclaim'd, do 
I ſuſtain this hated life ? to ſlavery ?— 
to miſery ?—No; I will annihilate it; 


— 
* 


"* 
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at ſhall - gude away in the limpid 
ſireart I will be ds though 1 bad ne- 
ver beer! At that moment, ſounds 


more than mortal ſtruck my car ; they 
were inexpreſſible by human powers. 


= The violence of my grief inffanta- 
neouſly ſubſided, and I felt compolure 


and manly reſignation poſſeſs my foul. 


I again threw myſelf on the earth, 


I addref#A the OuxIrREZSsZNVT with 
placid fabmiffion I beheld him in 
the amiable light of a tender parent, 
who, in the exuberanee. of his love, 
viſns his children with paternal correc- 


give the weakneſs of bumanity; even 
now I abhor my rebellious will, and fly 


to thee for pardon and ſupport — 
Strengthen, O Gov! my weak obedi - 


enee; no more I revolt at thy decrees; | 


lead where thou wilt, to flavery or to 
"Io Z death. 


but retain'd not my former ſenſations. 


tion. Gon of my fathers! ſaid I, for: 


| (478) 

death. Imagine a vretch detain'd 
from the chearful light of Heaven in 
ſome ſubterraneous abode ; — be feels 
the oppreſſive darkneſs ;—horror and 
fear aſlail him on ev'ry fide.—In ſome 
propitious moment he breaks from his 
impriſonment, and haſtens to the en- 
 livening day; he beholds the face of 
nature irradiated with the ſolar beams, 
and his ſoul is fill'd with an inexpreſ- 
fible tranſport. Such was the joy I 
felt diffus'd through my breaſt; — the 
gloom of deſpair was no more.— l aroſe 
with alacrity, and return'd to the mer- 
chants ;—from their diſcourſe I learnt 
that Uziel, the chief of their bands, was 
at Damaſcus iber they den d 
to condutt * 


- And now the morning beam'd on the 
mountains. — My eyes were no longer 
| —— to the charms of. nature; 
25 N they 


(9) 
they dwelt with rapture on the ſcenes 
around, which were more beautiful than 
imagination can form. The country 
through which we paſs'd reſembled a 
luxuriant garden; lawns of the moſt 
lively verdure were cover'd with innu- 
merable flocks, whoſe fleeces emulated 
the new fall'n ſnows; trees of umbra- 
geous foliage overſhadow d innumerous 
flow'rs of the richeſt dies and moſt ex- 
alted fragrance the vine crept along 
the azure rocks loaded with delicious 
cluſters ; the glowing tints of the orange 
were ſeen through the vernal branches, 
and a variety of exquiſite fruits adorn d 
the beautiful encloſures. Such are the 
beauties which charm the admiring tra- 
veller as he paſſes through that delight- 
ful country; but how auguſt the diſ- 
tant proſpet! Towards the eaſt, Cau- 
caſus hides his majeſtie head amidſt the 
* and Taurus lifts his hoary top: 
\ 2 * A u 
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you babeld the extenſive foreſt of 
_ Libanus, waving with thouſands of aſpi- 

ring cedars, planted by the Gazzar 
 Enrarorn,—Tathe well riſes the great 
fea?, covered with innumerable ſhips, 
and interſperſed with iſlands that are 
rob'd in verdure, and crown'd with ſer- 
tility the diſtant billows refleQed the 
beams of the ſun, and glitter'd with re- 
ſplendency beyond the lucid diamonds 
of the eaſt, —I contemplated the mag- 
nificent ſcene, and ſunk, appreſs'd by 
my ſenſations, - How wonderful, I cried, 
O thou Avorapus CREATOR | is the 
diſplay of thy power —all which 
my aſtaniſh'd fight beholds, haſt thou 
farm'd ; yet is this ſcene, ſo extenſive, 
ſa auguſt, but à part of thy works 
yea, the ſpaciaus earth itſelf appears as 
nothing amidſt the jirpmenſty of thy 
creatian |-—how PETTY glorigus 
* art thou | 


® The Mediterranean, 


On 
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On our arrival at Damaſcus I was 


preſented to Uaiel:—he was an old 
man, but his figure was perfectly grace- 
ful z—ehis ſilver locks fell on his ſhaul- 
ders his countenance, impreſa'd by 
the furraws of age, was inexprefſibly 
ſerene, and hig eyes were at once mild 
and penetrating ;-=he was farm'd to in» 
ſpire reverence and love. I aps 
proach'd him with ſenſations ſimilas to 
thoſe I had been wont to feel in the 
preſence of Iſrael my father he re- 
ceiv'd me with tenderneſs, and turning 
to the merchants, enquir'd by what 
means I became their property: - they 
acquainted him, with an air of ſelſ- ap- 
plauſe but ſcargely had they ended 
their relation, than his countenance ex · 
preſs'd the deepeſt diſpleaſure his 
eyes, which ſeem'd to have been long 
unus'd to reſentment, flaſh'd indigna · 
| tion ; 


* 182) 
Aon in actents awful and commahd- 
ing, he condemn'd the inhuman traffic. 


I was tenderly lov'd by Uziel, who 
delighted to employ thoſe hours which 
the fons of avarice "paſs'd in count: 
ing their ſordid treaſures, in the culti- 

vation of my mind, —He Bad paſs d his 
life in an intercourſe with the different 
nations of the earth, had ſtudied man- 
kind, and was vers'd in the knowledge 
of human nature ;—to him ſcience had 
unfolded her ſacred 'myſteries;—be 
ſtudied the motions of the Heavens; 
and the order of nature ;—but above 
all, he had contemplated the D1vixity 
in the ſtupendous works of the crea- 
tion his devotions were animated 
with ſacred ardour, and his piety beam'd 
forth in benevolence to all mankind. 

—— Thus, whilſt he unfolded io me the 

treaſures of knowledge, he ceas'd not 

to 
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to expatiate on the beauty of virtue, 
and the amiableneſs of an unaffeQed 
piety.— l felt an inexpreſſible pleaſure 
in attending to his inſtructions: as the 
ſtill drops of the night deſcend on the 
fragrant bloſſoms, his words penetrated 


my ſoul they e de n on 


_ | 


I ſaw at Dane een Vas 
rious countries; ihoſe who reſided be- 
neath groves of the moſt precious ſpi- 
ces and perfumes, brought hither their 
odoriferous treaſures ;—fine- linen of 
the eaſt, and garments of the richeſt 
purple were profulely ſeen.—Crowds 
of merchants anifually frequented the 
city; they purchas'd the produce of the 


different climates, and exported them 


to the various countries of the world: 
the ocean, which ſeems to ſeparate 
mankind, is by them render'd the ce- 
ment 


& 
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ment of nations bey move with ra. 
pidity along the furſuce of the wat'ry 
element, and commit thertifelves to the 
_ vieifieudes of winde and waves. 

My ' venerable friend fall 'd not of en- 
gaging my attention to the various ob- 
jets. which ſurrounded os, from each of 
which he would draw obſervations for 
my inſtruction.— There is nothing, 
he und to ſay, however inconſidetable 
or triffing, dur to the affiduous mind 
will furniſh hin for the advancement 
in knowledge of virtue. Behold, my 
dear Joſeph ! he would fay, the buſy 
ſeenes with which you are ferroutided, 
and dear to venerste theſe arts which 
azugmen the com life. —Induf- 
ry und commeree WE the finews of 
wealth; by thefe a hand proeures eaſe, 
aflluence, and refinement,—— With- 
hold not reveretice from thoſe, who, to 
_ their land with all the various 
produtts 
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produtts of the globe, forego the ſweets 
of ſocial life, and plow: the watry ele- 
ment. Vet in thoſe fruits which pain» 
ful induſtry procures, too oft an evil 
lurks, of which, O my youthful friend! 
beware. Dread luxury, which ener- 
vates the mind and nurtures vice; for 
virtue, O Joſeph! is no leſs neceſſary 
to the welfare of a ſtate than to that of 
rome life. Whene'er a nation is im- 

rs'd in vice, know that its 9 
is at dere 


In the ſociety of my ſage inſtructor I 
enjoy'd ſo exquiſite a pleaſure, that I 
had almoſt forgotten my injuries. The 
time approach d far our departure; and 
we travers'd thoſe vaſt deſertsof Arabia, 
where the intenſe; heat is augmented by 
prodigious tracts of burning ſand.— 
Here we ſaw not the moſt diſtant foli- 
age, nor perceiv'd the ſmalleſt riv let to 

2 A allay 
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allay our exceſſive thirſt ; no tuncfut- 
bird is heard to chant, nor low of 
herds delights the ear: ſometimes an 
1mpetuous gale ſweeps. the calid plain; 
the diſſipated duſt obſeures the gir, and 
threatens the hapleſs traveller with de- 
ſtruction. My final ſeparation from 
. Uziel was now approaching. I fell a 
prey to the bittereſt anxieties, The 
uncertainty of the fate which awaited 

me fill'd my imagination with terror 
One night, as I was retir'd to reſt, after 
having offer d my devotions to the 
ETzxxAL, I fell aſſeep. Two lovely 
youths appear d before me; they were. 
more beautiful than any object I had 
ever beheld ; their flaxen hair wav'd in 
ringlets on their graceful ſhoulders, and 
their countenances. reſembled thoſe 
charming tints which adorn the, ſky 
when firſt the day ifſues from the eaſt.— 
| dente them addreſud me, and as he 
1 13 — © ſpake 
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ſpake I felt a divine tranquillity . gon 

of Ifrael, ſaid the charming viſion; 
chafe from thy breaſt theſe traces of do- 
ſpondency : know, all the actions of 
men are weigh d inthe balance of Erzx« 
NAL fusTiC®; he has commanded 

u s to prepare for thy reception in Egypt; 
there thou muſt a long ſeaſon remain, 

--z fo the Mosr Hien decrees: Yet re- 
pine not thou at his diſpenſations g 
thoſe whom he loves he chaſtens. Ag 
thy guardian angels, he hath commiſe 
fion'd us to attend thy ſteps ;—with des 
light we execute. See then thou mur. 
mureſt not at his ſov'reign will, 1 
awoke at the celeſtial voice; I look'd 
around for the Heavenly meſſengers, 
but ſaw them nat, yet ſtill their ſerene 
accents ſounded in my ears. I felt an 
inexpreſſible compoſure, and aroſe to re · 
turn thanks to the Gop of my fathers. 


2A 2 Pardon, 
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Pardon, O BSH or Beixcs, Iexs 
claim'd, the weakneſs of humanity : 
even whilſt chis ſtubborn heart recoils 

|  atthy decrees, it owns thy diſpenſations 
good. If yet my bounded reaſon ſees / 
not the purpoſe of thy wiſdom; if in 
my breaſt lurks there a ſecret wiſh to 
evade the diQates of thy providence, 
forgive the mortal frailty. Lead, then, 
my Gop ; no vill perverſe in me re- 
mains. Do thou but prop my weak re- 
folves, and I ſhall meet with fortitude 
whatever thou ordain'ſt my lot. The 
extended world is thine; and ſhould I 
dwell where human foot has never trod, 
Amidſt the barren wilderneſs, or on 
the dreary ſummits of thoſe hills where 
cheerleſs winter ever reigns, can I be 
wretched whilſt ſurrounded by thy 
love? Thou alone can'ſt ſatisfy the 
thirſt of happineſs which ſprings 'for 
ever in the ſoul.— Where c'er thy pre- 
| | f 5 ſence 
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ſence ſhines, there peace and aun 
Joy muſt ever a 


We were now near a certain city, 


whither the merchants, led by commer- 
cial views, directed their way.—Uziel 
ſaid to me, You have, my belov'd Jo- 
ſeph, beheld cities enrich'd by com- 
merce, and induſtry rewarded with afflu- 
ence; but you have never ſeen the moſt 
amiable object in the creation—a good 
man, oppreſs'd by calamity, yet ſuſtain» 
ing the afflictive ſtorm with pious intre- 
pidity,—Here you. will ſee.one made 
perfett by ſuffering, and welcoming the 
ſevere diſpenſations of OmN1eoTENCE, 
What is the darling ſplendor of 
greatneſs—what the luſtre of power 
and ambition to ſuch a ſight ? which 
Heaven itſelf contemplates with de- 


light —You ſhall behold a man made 


great by patience—the venerable Job 
ſuperior 


2 
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ſuperior to his ſorraws; from his moutſi 


you ſhall acquire. wiſdom, and learn 


from his example to endure adverſity : 


« ſcience, infinitely more abſtruſe than 
the knowledge of thoſe reſplendent 
orbs which move in yonder ſpace, » 


As we enter'd the gates, we beheld a 


vat multitude crown d with wreaths of 


cypreſs, and bearing in their hands large 
baſkets of the freſheſt flow'rs. Their 
flow and ſolemn ſteps were reſponſive to 
the penſive airs of various inſtruments 
of muſic, Twelve youths, rob'd in 
white garments, preceded the mournful 

on; they carried branches of 
myrtle, and ſung asthey mov'd along 
the excellence of him whoſe death'they 
lamented. ——Uziel ſoon obtain'd the 
fad intelligence, that his friend; whom 
he hop'd to have preſs'd to his boſom, 
Was gone down to the duſt, Ten 


times 


(91) 
times the ſun had perform'd his courſe, 
through Heaven, ſince he had ceas d to 
be among the living, As often as the 
returning ſpring ſtrew'd her odorous 
treaſures in the lap of nature, his de- 
ſcendants and friends commemorate the 


day, which- depriv'd the world of ſo 
* meek - ey d Nan. 6 
£ | 
ſ The afflicted ederchaie rotir'd e 
to pay the tribute of tears to the memo - 
ry of his friend. As for me, I attended 
the ſolemnity to the tomb, which was 
of Parian marble, unornamented by 
eulpture or imagery. The chorak 
youths laid their garlands thereon, and 
plac'd on the urn an immenſe quantity 
of the moſt coſtly perfumes. With a 
taper they enkindled the fragrant heap; 
the curling ſmoke afcended, and the 
air was fill'd with the odoriferous in- 
| cenſe. 


rr 
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cenſe. Whilſt the precious offerings 
were conſuming, they pour'd around li- 
bations of the richeſt wine, and the 
white rob d youths ſung.—gBenign- 
ant ſhade! if yet thou hovereſt around, 
accept the tribute which we pay to the 
memory of thy virtues !—Bright ſtar 
ol the eaſt As the ſpicy odours are 
diffus'd through the air, ſo was the 
fame of thy excellence diſpers'd through 
the nations. 


Our grateful libations ſhall flow 
around, for thy benevolence ſurround 
ed the dwellings of the wretched,» 
Who has not heard the name of Jos ? 
— What climate ſo remote that has not 
been viſited by the fame of his forti- 
tude? While time performs its courſe, 
and the roſy year renews its ſweets, 
we will celebrate thy virtues !—Poſte- 
rity ſhall revere thy memory ! 


Uziel, 


(693) 

Uriel, unable to bear the violence of 
his ſorrow, had retir'd to an adjacent 
grove, | When the penſive multitude 
was withdrawn, he approach'd the 
tomb ; I ſaw him from a diſtant palm ; 
—he walk'd around the ſacred ſpot, and 
he utter'd his lamentations, but I could 
only hear his profound ſighs: he re- 
tir'd not to reſt, but ſpent the night at 
the tomb of his friend. Whilſt my 
mind was impreſs d by the ſolemnity I 
had ſeen, I beheld a venerable figure 
ſtanding before me :—it was an old 
man, of a grave ſerene countenancez * 
inflexible patience and manly refigna- 
tion were apparent in the lineaments 
of his face. With a majeſtic ſtep he 
advanc'd towards me; and, with a be- 
nignant ſmile, ſaid, O youth! to whom 
the Er EAN AI bath allotted the bread 
of adverſity, be not diſmay'd, but tread 
with reſignation the path which lies be- 

2 B fore 
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fore thee, From the earlieſt dawn of 
reaſon I ſought him ; my way was per- 
fett in his ſight, yet he caus'd me to 
drink of the cup of affliction. I was 
oppreſs d by many ſorrows ; but as the 
beams of the ſun ſucceed the black 
ſtorms of the north, ſo did the Su- 
FREME cauſe proſperity to reward my 
probation. I came forth from the ar- 
duous trial as gold from the refiner's 
pot. Thou muſt paſs through many 
ſorrows, yet hold faſt thine integrity; 
thy days of mourning will be precious 
in his fight ; he will reward thy ny 
'of 6 
At that moment Uziel call'd me. 
he rays of the morning were 
playing on the mountains ; they illu- 
| 'min'd the marble tomb. We quitted 

the awful ſpot, and purſu'd our way 
to Egypt.— . the maſſy walls of 
85 g Memphis 


(195) 
Memphis aroſe to our view ;: we be- 
held the Nile, ſwoln with angry pride, 
diffuſing its redundant waters o'er the 
land ;—affeſtive troop hail'd the wel- 
come harbinger of plenty ;—the youths 
and virgins form'd a dance along its 
ſedgy banks. ——Surely, my friend, I 
cried, we have attain'd the regions of 
undiſturb'd felicity. The iron hand of 
care alights not on theſe happy people ; 
their minds are ſerene as the breeze 

which ſalutes their plenteous ſoil, 


Theſe, replied the merchant, are the 
Egyptians, aſſembled, as their annual 
cuſtom is, to celebrate the ſource of 

their fertility, Thou wilt not here, 
my ſon, behold, as in the land of thy 
nativity, refreſhing. ſhowers watering 
| the thirſty ground; no timely rains call 
forth the ſwelling buds and opening 
flowers; but the river which thou ſeeſt, 
2 B 2 at 


( 96 ) 
at ated periods is repleniſh'd by tor. 


rents from the mountains of Abyſlinia ; 
then the redundant flood exceeds its 
bounds, and deluges the thirſty foil :— 
The earth enrich'd, yields ber abun- 
_ dant ftores; luxuriant herbage robes 
the vernal paſture; the green blade 
fpringsexuberantly; and twice the ſmi- 
ling year fees golden harveſts crown 
the vale. Hence then the tranſport 
which thou ſeeſt; nor wonder we the 
ſons of Egypt celebrate with feſtive 
ſongs the fountain of their wealth, 


If it be fo, I return'd, then ſurely 
theſe triumphant ſongs expreſs the 
voice of gratitude, —'Tis ſhe, my friend, 
* infpires the dance ;—'tis ſhe who ſwells 
the vocal reed. O ſacred gratitude ! 
daughter of piety! How tranſcen- 
dently lovely art thou! As the beams 


of the ſun impart flayour to the glowing 
fruits 


(197) 
fruits of autumn, ſo does thy influence 
give a zeſt to ev'ry bleſſing! The mind 
which fees not the fair creation through 
a vacuum all Without thee, rip ning 
ſuns and vernal ſhowers are giv'n in 
vain thou enableſt man to taſte the 
various bounties that enrich his lot, 
and it is thou who ſwell/& the har. 
mony of angelic barps. Come, heav'nly 
Pow'r, and evermore poſſeſs my ſoul | 
Even while I pluck the unlavory gourd 
that crowns the ſteril rock, Il tune my 
fong to thee, 


Vziel, with a ſmile, heard the ſoft 
thy youthful fancy drawn the molt ami- 
able paſſion of the human breaſt. Vet 
know, my ſon, gratitude is not among 
the joyous throng to hom thou erro- 
neouſly aſcribeſt it. Seldom are her 

footſteps 


(298) 
footſteps found in the polluted dwel. 
lings of mortality; riot and wild diſ- 
- order impel thoſe whom now thou ſeeſt 
| " gayly dancing on the enamell'd mead, 
be Egyptians once were happy in 


the pure knowledge of the Sur EME; 
then, as the riſing flood ſurpaſs'd its 
- bounds, the kindling ſoul glow'd with 

_ exalted rapture, and ſongs of praiſe re- 
ſounded to the diſtant ſhores : but now, 
no longer guided by that ſacred light, 
they perceive not the GREAT Figsr 
Cavsz who ' governs and dires the 
various powers of nature, Thou, my 
| belov'd Joſeph! whom, probably the 
divine will has deſtin'd to dwell with 
this people, preſerve unſtain'd the faith 
which thou haſt receiv'd from thy fa- 
chers; and know, the higheſt happineſs 
which the CREATOR beſtows on man is 
the exalted privilege of _—_— Him 


. 


Thus 


(199) 


* Thus engag'd in inſtruttive converſe 
we attain'd the borders of Egypt. How 
lovely, ſaid I, is the face of this coun- 
try! it reſembles a well-cukivated 
garden, ——[t is beautiful, ſaid Uziel, 
by nature, and it is improv'd by thoſe + 
arts which augment the bleſſings of 
life. The people are induſtrious; they 
apply themſelves to huſbandry ; and 
the earth, ever grateful, rewards their 
labours; they export the produtt of 
their fields; and, in exchange, receive 
gold, ſilver, and rich apparel. Thou 
wilt here perceive a mode of life which 
'reſembles not that thou haſt ſeen in the 
dwellings of thy father: thou wilt be- 
hold a people cloth'd in magnificent 
garments, whoſe houfes are adorn'd with 
coſtly ornamEnts. The ſimple avo- 
cations of the ſhepherds are an abomi- 
nation to this poliſh'd nation. Thou 


= 


| 
1 


Wore retain; yet beuare leſt we atraign 


h 
Wes more follow th bleaing bocle 
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Alas“ I exclaimid; bins gh, =) 


| I for ever reſign the ſweet employ ment 
of my youth 7 Delightful days! when 


o'er the mountains: Lied: the flocks of 


Ifract Still in that pleaſing taſk in- 


dulg'd; this bleeding heart might yet 
again' ſinck peace. I wöuld lead my 


eser ebarge ſer kom- the haunts of 


men: I would teach them to liſten to 


my tale of ſorrows:——But tell me, I 


continued, wiping a penſive tear, tell 
me, my ſage conductor, are theſe peo- 
ple more happy for the acquirements 
you deſeribe ? Have they not loſt in 


exchange for. them a more ineſtimable 


treaſure, ſmplicity of refigion and man- 


nero? True, O my {on 1,, return d 


the merebant, that fimplicity, they no 
the 


ESE}. 
the deſigns of providence. —Liberally 
o'er the extended earth hath the CAA 
rn diſpers d his bleſſings, and wills : 
mankind, by mutual intercourſe, | to en- 
oy thoſe various gifts Let us then 


poſſeſs with gratitude, nor by indulging. 1 


| luxury, or avarice (corroder of the 
When che favours of N 


Slowly. 1 3 hinged op'd 
the brazen gates. We. enter'd the 
elt amidſt, a gazing, multitude. —A 


| traveller, igtent on exploring the ere | | 


- wonders of nature, deſcends. into a | 
cayern where the ſun had never darted 


an enlight ning beam. The denſe: va. 

pours ſeize on all his po s; an horri- a 
ble dread thriſts through his frame. 
Such were my feelings at the near ap- 
proach of that moment which muſt for 


ever ſeparate me from my dear Uziel, 
2 0 | whom 4 1 
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whom I regarded with filial affeftion. 
I look d around to fold him in a laſt 
embrace; to thank him for his cares, 
his love; but he was no where to be 
found. —Doubtleſs, unable to ſuſtain 
the parting anguiſh, he had mingted 
with the crowd.,—And now I lifted my 
claſp'd hands to Heav'n.— The time is 
come, I cried, GA EAT Rutter or 
EvexnTs! Be thou the guide of my 
ſad fate! All from thy paternal band 


| is good. — The Iſhmaelites who accom- 


panied .me, forgot for a while their 
hopes of gain to contemplate vith aſto- 
niſhment the magnificence which every 
where adorns that city.— As for me, 
I regarded not the ſtupendous edifices, 
nor obſerved the ſplendor which on 
ev'ry ſide appear'd,—The Egyptians 
chrong d around us; ſome even dropp'd 
a tear of pity for my early ſorrows. 
w— Soon ] perceiv'd thee advanc- 


ing 
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ing on the mart: my ſoul recognis'd 
thine, and claim'd an intereſt in thy 
breaſt. Need I proceed ;—the reſt 
thou knoweſt.——Thy kindneſs has 
abated the rigour of my deſtiny, has 
ſooth'd my grief-worn mind.— Theſe 
groves, theſe hills have witnelſs'd to my 
gratitude; often have they reſounded 
with the recital of thy benevolence : 
the riſing and the ſetting day have 
heard the-grateful theme, ; 


Joſeph had ceas'd to ſpeak, yet lil 1 
his pleaſing accents dwelt on the ear 
of Potiphar.—He fat filent and atten- 
tive, as if liſt'ning to the affecting nar- 
rative; then withdrawing his moiſten d 
eye from the ground, he tenderly ex- 
claim'd, Why art thou filent, belov'd 
youth ?—Still could I liſten to thy 
voice; {till weep o'er the melting ſtory 
of thy ſorrows —What filial tender- 

2 C2 neſs, 
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ness, what pious fortitude have mark'd 
FE thy-catlieſt years May ne er migsfor- 
tune perſecute thee more Here may 
thy future days be paſs'd in peace! and 
when I feel the weight of years, and 
haſten to the lot appointed for all of hu- 
man race, may then thy friendſhip irra- 
diate' that gloomy hour, and ſmooth 
my paſſage to the ſhades of everlaſting 
night!—Butwhence the bliſs which now 
pervades my ſoul?—From Thee, GREAT 
FouxTArx or BENEFICENCE we de- 
rive the joy of giving joy.,—Thine are 
the precious overflowings of the heart, 
that whilſt dilating in the good of 
others, taſtes a felicity which emulates 
celeſtial raptures. | 


J 


THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


